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Policy and Maintenance Guideline preparation
The Wedge and Grey Policy Manual and Maintenance Guidelines have been prepared by the 
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions in consultation with the following 
stakeholders:

 Grey Conservation and Community Association
 Wedge Island Protection Association
 Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
 Department of Health
 Kwelena Mambakort Aboriginal Corporation
 Yued Wedge and Grey Working Group
 Shire of Dandaragan

Version Control
This document will be regularly updated to ensure it meets changes in circumstances, as actions are 
completed as prescribed in the policies or when new information or requirements are understood.

Date Version Issued to

28/11/2018 1
Grey Conservation and Community Association
Wedge Island Protection Association

04/02/2019 2
Grey Conservation and Community Association
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage
Yued Wedge and Grey Working Group

15/02/2019 3 Grey Conservation and Community Association

15/03/2019 4
Grey Conservation and Community Association
Wedge Island Protection Association

12/04/2019 5
Grey Conservation and Community Association
Wedge Island Protection Association
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POLICY CONTEXT 
The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) manages the Licences, shacks 
and associated structures, natural and cultural values, and public use in the Wedge and Grey 
reserves. This document provides a framework for the ongoing management of Wedge and Grey 
reserves. 

DBCA acknowledges that policy direction that helps direct the future of Wedge and Grey is required 
to assist the community and stakeholders to be fully informed about the management proposals for 
the sites and the advantages and implications of a possible listing on the State Register of Heritage 
Places (State Register). 

Wedge and Grey are unvested, unclassified reserves managed by DBCA under an Order of the 
Governor and with the approval of the Minister for Environment and Minister for Lands. DBCA 
manages the reserves in accordance with the Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 (CALM 
Act) and CALM Regulations 2002.

The CALM Act provides for a management objective for the department to “protect and conserve 
the value of the land to the culture and heritage of Aboriginal persons” and provides for access to 
land and waters managed by the department for Aboriginal customary activities. 

Wedge and Grey contain exceptional Aboriginal, historic, recreational and tourism values that can 
support the economic and social aspirations of central-west coast communities.

Aboriginal heritage values are protected under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 regardless of 
whether they are known to the Registrar of Aboriginal Sites or not.

Wedge and Grey are part of a registered Native Title Claim (Yued WC 1997/071) that forms part of 
the Single Noongar Claim (South West Native Title claim). 

DBCA is a signatory to the South West Native Title Settlement (SWNT) Indigenous Land Use 
Agreements (ILUA), which includes an ILUA with the Yued people. The ILUA will not commence until 
the Settlement Effective Commencement date, which at this stage the earliest possible 
commencement is late 2019. 

Under the SWNT ILUA, DBCA will enter into cooperative and joint management arrangements with 
Noongar people across the south-west, including the Yued people. 

Wedge, known to the Yued as Wedj Boya, is a complex of several known sites including one large 
registered site (DAA 20051) containing multiple elements. The location has cultural and spiritual 
significance to the Yued people. The complex of sites covers about one third of the eastern section 
of the Wedge Reserve and a section of the adjoining Wanagarren Nature Reserve. A registered site 
(20051) contains within its boundary several buildings including more than 25 shacks, (some being 
occupied by Yued families) and a shack community hall (the “Gun Club”) used by the Wedge shack 
community.

The Kwelena Mambakort Aboriginal Corporation (KMAC) in conjunction with Yued traditional 
owners and DBCA have undertaken protection works to the sites over many years. Damage has 
occurred to the sites (particularly 20051) including loss of artefacts and damage to middens. 

DBCA has been advised by Yued of its aspirations to protect and promote Aboriginal heritage and 
care for country at Wedge. These aspirations include relocating the Gun Club and rehabilitating the 
grounds to create a more significant buffer around the Aboriginal heritage area to further protect 



DRAFT

Wedge and Grey DRAFT Policy Manual and Maintenance Guidelines       

5

the adjoining Aboriginal artefact site; the creation of walk trails that explain the song lines 
connected to the Aboriginal heritage area; the construction of a cultural facility to provide tourists 
and shack owners with an interpretive history of Aboriginal heritage of the Yued people and the 
creation of a camping with custodians experience for visitor to the area.

The Yued Native Title claimants have expressed a desire to obtain ownership/vesting of all or part of 
Wedge and Grey reserves via the South West Native Settlement. DBCA has also been advised that 
the eastern portion of the Wedge reserve covering the main Aboriginal heritage area at Wedge is 
being considered for possible inclusion the Noongar Land Estate (which forms part of the SWNT 
ILUA). This includes the Gun Club and surrounding area. 

Wedge and Grey also contain two of the largest recreational shack communities in Australia. There 
are currently 415 licensed shacks in the reserves, 299 at Wedge and 116 at Grey. The majority of 
shacks were constructed in an uncontrolled manner from the 1960’s to early 1990’s.  

The first shacks built at Wedge and Grey occurred in the post second World War period and were 
associated with farmers, inland from the coast, who used the area for recreation, including camping 
and fishing. Cray fishers followed and established landing areas, sheds and other facilities including 
shacks to support easy access to fishing grounds during the cray fishing season.  Eventually 
recreational users and fishers mainly from Perth, but including some from inland towns, took up or 
built shacks. It is estimated that around 3,000 shacks existed along the WA coastline up until 1990. 

Historically, access to the reserves was via four-wheel drive on rough tracks. As a result, the 
development of the shacks was from recycled, reused and repurposed building materials that could 
be easily transported.

The introduction and implementation of the WA Government’s Illegal Occupation of Crown Land 
(Squatters) Policy (referred to as the Squatter Policy) in 1989 led to the removal of around 2000 
shacks along the WA coastline during the 1990s. The Shires of Irwin, Carnamah, Coorow, 
Dandaragan and Gingin rapidly and rigidly implemented the policy across their jurisdictions.

The Wedge and Grey reserves were created in 1995 to allow the then Department of Conservation 
and Land Management to remove shacks under the Squatter Policy.  A six-year lease was issued, 
after which shacks were to be removed. Subsequent lobbying and active protesting saw the leases 
extended on several occasions up to 2013. 

DBCA and its predecessors have managed the Reserves and shacks under lease and licence 
arrangements since 1995. Lease and licence rental charges have assisted in the planning and 
management of the Reserves and shack communities. A Management Plan was prepared for Wedge 
and Grey in 2000 but was only partially implemented due to ongoing disputes over how the reserves 
should be managed.

Wedge Reserve is also a registered landing site for professional cray-fishing activities under the Fish 
Resources Management Act 1994 (FRMA). There are currently six fishing licences active at Wedge 
that have legal rights to use and occupy the reserve under the FRMA. Shacks and associated 
buildings owned or managed by the professional fishers are managed under the CALM Act and 
Regulations.

In 2010 the Indian Ocean Drive was opened to the east of both reserves with sealed spur roads now 
providing convenient access. Access for Licence holders and the general public to the reserves has 
been improved, including the ability to bring in building materials and equipment and has increased 
visitation in the reserves. Easy access to the reserves by the public, for the first time, posed 
challenges and threats to the management of Aboriginal and historic heritage values.
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In 2011 the Legislative Council Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs completed its 
inquiry into shack sites in Western Australia, handing down its findings and recommendations. The 
report included a recommendation that all shacks at Wedge and Grey be removed and the locations 
developed for public recreation and tourism purposes. 

The State Government response accepted this recommendation with qualification and, in summary, 
indicated that it would consider the provision of public recreation and tourism use in the reserves in 
conjunction with a level of shack retention that contributes to the opportunities for public use, while 
addressing equity, public health and safety, and achieve more environmentally sustainable 
outcomes.

Since 2013 shacks have been occupied and used for recreational purposes under a CALM Act 
Licence. Leases are not available to be issued due to changes to the CALM Act in 2012 which means 
DBCA no longer has the power to issue leases on land managed on behalf of other bodies.

Over the years shack associations have been formed to represent the interests of shack owners. The 
Wedge Island Protection Association (WIPA) at Wedge (established 1968) and the Grey Conservation 
and Community Association (GCCA) at Grey (established in 1974).

New shack construction ceased in the early 1990s. However, many shacks up until 2015 have had 
construction work completed on them including changing of materials (internal and external due to 
deterioration or upgrades), expansion of size including amalgamation with other buildings, new 
additions constructed or general increase in footprint. Numerous shack building and maintenance 
works have occurred in breach of licence conditions without regard for cultural heritage values.

Because of the harsh coastal environment, the building fabric of shacks changes as materials 
deteriorate or users adapt their shacks to the conditions to make them more habitable. 

Over time, shack occupiers and later shack licence holders have changed as people move into and 
out of the community. The community has been dynamic since initial development. A moratorium 
on licence transfers invoked in 2013 has limited change to the community makeup. 

Between 2012 and 2018 DBCA completed a range of studies to better understand the threats to 
values and constraints on management. This included three reports on widespread asbestos 
contamination in soils and asbestos in buildings, created by shack occupation; an assessment of 
coastal processes, a study into water quality and a land capability study to determine suitable 
approaches for sewage and grey water disposal; and a report on the Aboriginal heritage sites in and 
near Wedge and Grey. 

Wedge and Grey reserves are classified under the Contaminated Sites Acts 2003 as Possibly 
Contaminated – Investigation Required. The classification relates to asbestos and water quality.

Several tonnes of asbestos have been removed from Wedge and Grey reserves since 2015. 
Significant amounts of asbestos remain in shacks, associated building, fences and rooves. 

Wedge Reserve has more complex sustainability issues than Grey including its scale, coastal erosion, 
asbestos, proximity to several Aboriginal sites and its high-water table.

The risks to human health and safety are evident in the various studies undertaken and the loss of 
shacks through fire (structural fires), inundation by sand dunes and coastal storms. The current focus 
for management as evidenced in this document is to improve human health and safety and the 
environment within the two shack communities, while being conscious of the cultural heritage 
values of each place.
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In April 2012 Godden Mackay Logan (GML) prepared and published the Wedge and Grey Shack 
Settlements, Cultural Heritage Assessment, April 2012 for the National Trust of Australia, WA 
(NTWA) on behalf of the shack associations. NTWA submitted the GML report to the Heritage 
Council of WA HCWA) in September 2012 with a request that Wedge and Grey be considered for 
inclusion on the State Heritage Register. In doing so the associations have sought recognition and 
statutory protection for the heritage values of these communities. NTWA indicated that the 
assessment of significance and the formal recognition of these values is integral to the development 
of a management framework, a logical process clearly detailed in the Burra Charter.

In November 2012, the Heritage Council considered the nomination and determined that Wedge 
and Grey Shack Communities warranted assessment for possible inclusion in the State Register and 
that the assessment should be undertaken as a priority.

DBCA developed the Wedge and Grey Preliminary Planning Report in June 2014 for the Minister for 
Environment. The plan sought to implement the Government Response to the Parliamentary Inquiry.

The State Heritage Office, now part of the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) 
completed a draft assessment of Wedge and Grey shack communities in 2013 as a first step in the 
process of possible listing of Wedge and Grey communities on the State Register. It also resolved 
that consultation would not be progressed until there was an agreed management framework in 
place for the sites. 

The shack associations and Yued traditional owners have consistently noted that in their opinion 
heritage matters have not been adequately represented as a value in DBCA’s planning documents. 
The shack associations have developed their own Wedge and Grey Planning Framework. The latest 
revision available to DBCA (REV 3) is April 2017. The Yued people have also presented material to 
DBCA on the cultural heritage values of the reserves

DPLH has not progressed the State Heritage registration process noting that a planning outcome for 
the reserve, which demonstrates the future of the shacks is required to appropriately inform 
stakeholders during the community consultation stage of the process. DPLH, the HCWA and the 
Associations have been engaged in continuing discussions about completing the registration process. 

In September 2017 Ashley Built Heritage prepared the Wedge and Grey Settlement, Review of 
Heritage Values for WIPA and GCCA, further detailing their opinions of the impacts to heritage 
values at Wedge and Grey, notably the purported impacts caused by the registration process not 
occurring. 

DBCA accepts that it will be, subject to the outcomes of the SWNT settlement and formal tenure 
arrangements, the long term manager of the Wedge and Grey reserves.

GUIDING STATEMENTS
These policies and maintenance guidelines have been developed with consideration of the following 
guiding statements of intent:

1. PUBLIC HEALTH AND SAFETY: Managing the health and safety of all visitors to Wedge and 
Grey reserves is critical and it is acknowledged that its management will require change and 
adaptation to existing values in the reserves.

2. FUTURE: It is acknowledged shacks in both Wedge and Grey reserves will remain in the short 
to medium term; where practical there will be no loss of shack sites as defined in 1995; and 
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shacks and shack sites will be managed for the continuation of existing use and adapted for 
future uses where required as part of future planning.

3. HERITAGE: All heritage values are considered important and recognised for the way in which 
they have shaped the cultural landscapes of Wedge and Grey. Heritage values shall be 
protected, maintained and enhanced as guided by appropriate statutory requirements.

4. PUBLIC USE AND EQUITY: The general public and visitors have the right to equally share the 
landscape, cultural and recreation values of both Wedge and Grey reserves for day use and 
overnight experiences. 

ABORIGINAL HERITAGE
The Wedj Boya complex of sites represents one of the most significant Aboriginal midden sites in the 
south west of Western Australia. The presence of coastal midden sites in the Perth and central mid-
west coasts is uncommon. Yued occupation and use in the area is evidenced by numerous registered 
sites surrounding Wedge and Grey and indicate a regular pattern of use. 

Archaeological excavations near Jurien and on the Swan coastal plain where cultural material has 
been collected and analysed date the earliest occupation at between 6,100 BP (+/- 120 BP) and 
7,780 BP (+/- 200 BP). 

Wedge and Grey are areas of significance to the Yued and form part of a traditional song-line that 
extends from Dongara to Yanchep. Wedge and Grey were important locations for the Yued for 
thousands of years as a meeting place, for camping and ceremony, and as a food and water 
resource. 

Wedge is recognised as rare or unique in having cultural heritage values to Aboriginal people in 
isolation to European heritage values and sites where Aboriginal occupation or activity were later 
overlain or impacted by a place of European cultural heritage. 

The Wedge location contains three registered Aboriginal sites including the entire Wedge Island. 

 Site 20051 Kwelena Mambakort is a midden site that contains archaeological deposits (scattered 
artefacts), shell middens, including bones, grinding patches and grooves, as well as a rock shelter 
and water source;

 Site 20052 Yonga Kep Wari, soaks, midden site;
 Site 20053 Yonga Kep Wari campground (pending registration); and 
 Site 26191 (Wedge Island) Chillion Kornt Wetj Baya is a cultural site.

The physical evidence of the Kwelena Mambakort site includes widespread midden material with 
some great density, diversity and preservation and is the most outstanding example of its type in 
Noongar country and is a primary area of significance in Yued country. 

Fresh water sites were rare along the coast across the region. The Wedge and Grey locations/ sites 
were important to the occupants of the Yued country because of the presence of fresh water. These 
water sources have ceremonial and/or mythological significance.  

There are no registered sites at Grey. Grey was used by Yued as a stopping point and a place to 
collect fresh water (unregistered well site). 

Given the evidence of use and occupation of both Wedge and Grey by Yued people it is likely that 
further physical evidence of occupation could still be found in or near both reserves. Information 
and research on the use and significance of these sites is still being collected.

Threats to Aboriginal cultural values 
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Site 20051 has been heavily disturbed over the years by vehicles with numerous tracks intersecting 
the area. There has been obvious damage to the midden in areas where vehicles and people on foot 
have been able to access. 

The main threats to the sites include unintentional damage through lack of information and 
awareness; rubbish dumping; uncontrolled access; souveniring, water pollution and over abstraction 
of underground water; shack activities and development within or near the site(s); uncontrolled 
ground disturbance throughout the reserve; invasive weeds; and bushfire. 

The use and operation of the Gun Club within a registered Aboriginal heritage site poses a threat to 
the values of site 20051.

Licence Holders must be aware of the requirements of the Aboriginal Heritage Act and implications 
when enacting the policies and maintenance guidelines. 

Where activities require ground disturbing works, particularly within the boundary of an Aboriginal 
Heritage Site or Place (for example ID 20051 Kwelena Mambakort) prior consent may be required 
under the Aboriginal Heritage Act. Formal advice may be sought from the Department of Planning, 
Lands and Heritage (DPLH) before ground disturbing works commence.

The polices and maintenance guidelines state where specific requirements under the Aboriginal 
Heritage Act are required.

It is noted that some actions required as part of the policies and maintenance guidelines will not be 
able to be achieved until the determination of the South West Native Title Settlement is known. 
These actions are noted in the table under “Timeframes” in this document. 

HISTORIC HERITAGE
The Wedge and Grey Shack Communities have been assessed by the HCWA as warranting 
consideration for possible inclusion in the State Register.  The assessment indicates that together, 
the two sites are of cultural heritage significance to the State in terms of the Heritage of Western 
Australia Act 1990. 

The next stage of the assessment process involves community and stakeholder consultation and has 
been deferred until a management strategy is in place for the reserves. 

The Wedge and Grey communities have also been classified by the National Trust (NTWA WA) (non- 
statutory classification). They are not included on the Shire of Dandaragan's municipal inventory. 

According to the HCWA, Wedge and Grey shack communities are increasingly rare examples of 
Crown land being used to construct private and informal holiday shacks and is associated with the 
Australian tradition of recreational squatting in coastal areas, parks and reserves.

Wedge and Grey demonstrate a distinctive aesthetic style, where the remote location of coastal 
dunes low lying vegetation and limestone headlands overlooking the Indian Ocean, uncertainty over 
land tenure and informal community expectations have created a landscape of vernacular buildings 
with individualistic detailing, constructed and modified at low cost using a variety of materials. 

Wedge and Grey are the largest surviving shack communities in the State and represents a 
recreational life no longer supported due to changes in State Government policy. The communities 
also have historical associations with the Western Australian crayfishing industry.
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The two recreational communities are highly valued by shack owners, demonstrating an informal 
social community that has promoted interdependence and served to mobilise the shack 
communities for group projects and public action.

According to the HCWA the structures making up the Wedge and Grey communities exhibit a low to 
moderate degree of authenticity. Only five shacks were identified as being established in the 1950’s. 
Most of the shacks were established in the 1970s and 80s and new technological developments have 
largely replaced the original circumstances under which the shacks were enjoyed. The communities 
as a collective whole may exhibit a higher degree of authenticity as later development attempted to 
complement the architecture of the original shacks.

Threats to historic heritage values 

The potential threats to the shack heritage values include lack of tenure certainty and related 
deferred maintenance; absence of policies on future management, shack safety, maintenance and 
repair issues; climate change (more intense weather events) impacting shacks on frontal dunes; 
Building Code of Australia and health compliance; licence transfer policies; and the ability to manage 
appropriate levels of change. 

TIMEFRAMES
DBCA is committed to ensuring that risks to public health and safety that exist in the reserves are 
managed in terms of their severity of risk and their priority. The policies and maintenance guidelines 
highlight these risks and the table below indicates when each action is required to be completed. 

A new Licence (2019 Licence) will be issued for a 3-year period, starting 1 July 2019, with the licence 
charge payable annually. Licensees must demonstrate that they have undertaken the work required 
by the due date to ensure compliance. Failure to complete the required work may result in a licence 
not being renewed or cancelled. 

The term of the Licence will be extended if the South West Native Title Settlement (SWNTS) is not 
finalised if this prevents Licensees from completing the listed compliance actions.

At the completion of the 2019 Licence in 2022 a further licence term will be offered to licensees that 
have met the scheduled commitments

All required documentation must be submitted to DBCA Moora District Office upon completion or 
accompanying the Application for Licence Renewal – Wedge/ Grey by the dates shown below. 

Licensees must complete the work in the timeframes outlined below. DBCA accepts a licensee may 
complete the works prior to the dates listed below. In these instances, the 2019 Licence will remain 
for the full term and a further Licence will not be issued earlier.

Policy 
compliance 
timeframe

Action Requires 
SWNTS 
finalisatio
n

Policy

Term 1 – by 
31 May 2020

ESSENTIAL - Structural engineer certification for 
structural integrity of existing tank stands if 
licence holder wishes to retain tank stand. 

NO Water storage 
facilities and 

water use
ESSENTIAL - Evidence of removal of tank stand if 
not structurally sound and certifiable. 

NO Water storage 
facilities and 

water use
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DESIRABLE - Assessment for compliance of 
waste water and sewage sewerage systems by a 
licenced plumber

NO Waste water and 
sewage

DESIRABLE - Evidence of closure of all bores and 
wells and de-commissioning (closure) of pipes 
from bores/ wells to shacks for purposes other 
than toilet use.

NO Water storage 
facilities and 

water use

DESIRABLE - Removal of all non-compliant, 
unused and derelict water storage facilities 
including ex chemical pods and IBC 

NO Water storage 
facilities and 
water use 

Term 2 - by 
31 May 2021

ESSENTIAL - Removal of all non-compliant, 
unused and derelict water storage facilities 
including ex chemical pods and IBC

NO Water storage 
facilities and 

water use
ESSENTIAL - Assessment for compliance of 
waste water and sewage sewerage systems by a 
licenced plumber

NO Waste water and 
sewage

DESIRABLE - Removal of all existing fences, 
gates and compounds oved other than those 
approved by the Director General

NO Shack 
Maintenance 

Guidance Note
DESIRABLE - Evidence of closure of all bores and 
wells and de-commissioning (closure) of pipes 
from bores/ wells to shacks for purposes other 
than toilet use.

NO Water storage 
facilities and 

water use

Term 3 - by 
31 May 2022

ESSENTIAL - Removal of all imported driveway 
materials such as sand, oil, cement, carpet, 
shade cloth, lino and bitumen. 

NO Shack 
Maintenance 

Guidance Note
ESSENTIAL - Evidence of closure of all bores and 
wells and de-commissioning (closure) of pipes 
from bores/ wells to shacks for purposes other 
than toilet use 

NO Water storage 
facilities and 

water use

*ESSENTIAL - Certification by licenced plumber 
of existing or new waste water and sewerage 
system and evidence that pre-existing non-
compliant systems have been removed.  

YES Waste water and 
sewage

ESSENTIAL - Removal of all existing fences, 
gates and compounds oved other than those 
approved by the Director General

NO Shack 
Maintenance 

Guidance Note
* Please note the timeframe for this essential work will shift depending on timing around the South 
West Native Title Settlement. 
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POLICIES
Policies and maintenance guidelines will assist DBCA in the day to day management of  licences and 
will enable the protection and preservation of the values of the reserves and deal with risks 
associated with public health and safety. DBCA will reference these in decision making and advice to 
Licensees, Government and stakeholders.

Licensees should read the polices and maintenance guidelines in association with the Licence and 
the Licence Conditions. Included in this document are:

 Policy for the management of cultural heritage
 Policy for the management of asbestos in shacks and associated structures
 Policy for the management of waste water and sewage
 Policy for the management of Coastal Processes
 Policy regarding grant and transfer of Licences
 Policy for managing and dealing with shacks held by DBCA 
 Policy relating to water storage facilities and water use 
 Policy for the management of public access and recreation
 Shack Maintenance Guidance Note for Wedge and Grey
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Policy for the management of cultural heritage
Policy Statement

Cultural heritage values will be managed in accordance with statutory requirements and relevant 
government and DBCA policies including those specific to Aboriginal and historic heritage as they 
apply from time to time.

Objective

1. Protect and interpret Aboriginal heritage values in and around the reserves.
2. Manage historic heritage to maintain the social, aesthetic and historic values of the reserves 
3. Protect the natural landscape values of the reserves.

Application

1. This policy applies to all Licences issued for Wedge and Grey Reserves.

Policy Guidelines

2. Wedge and Grey are public lands that will be managed for the use of all Western Australians, 
and not for the exclusive use of any individual, group or organisation.

3. DBCA will manage Wedge and Grey reserves in accordance with statutory requirements and 
relevant government and DBCA policies including those specific to Aboriginal and historic 
heritage as they apply from time to time.

4. Until finalisation of the SWNT settlement all policies are subject to compliance with the Native 
Title Act, in particular, where there is potential for ground disturbance works.  

5. A primary management tool will be the issue of recreational licences and related conditions for 
recreational shacks and further licence development for cray fishers and Yued traditional 
owners. 

6. DBCA places human health and safety as a priority over other values, but consideration will be 
given to appropriate mitigation, including interpretation, where these impact on cultural 
heritage values. 

7. Where activities require ground disturbing works, particularly within the boundary of an 
Aboriginal Heritage Site or Place (for example ID 20051 Kwelena Mambakort) prior consent may 
be required under the Aboriginal Heritage Act. Formal advice may be sought from the 
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) before ground disturbing works commence.

8. Public access and use that minimises impacts on cultural heritage will be facilitated by the 
provision of day use facilities, public camping and other forms of accommodation following 
appropriate planning, design and consultation.

9. DBCA recognises the Yued people as the traditional owners of Wedge and Grey and that the 
Wedge location (including Wedge Island) as has unique and special Aboriginal cultural values.

10. DBCA will work with DPLH and the Yued traditional owners to prepare a heritage management 
plan for the Wedj Boya complex. This will include work to protect the sites (signs, fencing, 
rehabilitation) including fresh water locations and to promote and interpret the Aboriginal 
heritage values of the site complex.

11. DBCA will continue to support Yued people living on Wedge Reserve and contributing to heritage 
and land management services for Wedge and Grey including the employment of Aboriginal 
Rangers  

12. All Licences and operational policies will include provisions that improve the protection of 
Aboriginal cultural values.
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13. An alternative location for a communal recreation area site will be identified at Wedge and will 
include facility to support community events. The current ‘Gun Club’ site will be rehabilitated 
and will act as a buffer to help protect Aboriginal heritage values. 

14. DBCA recognises Wedge and Grey as important cultural landscapes that have historic cultural 
values that contribute to broader historical themes including the social and recreational values 
associated with shack communities.

15. DBCA recognises the rarity of large shack communities and that the aesthetic values that exist at 
Wedge and Grey are informed by the characteristics of the vernacular buildings and structures; 
that utilities and communal facilities contribute to maintaining the cultural and social values of 
the Wedge community.

16. Prior to removal of a shack or associated structure the following will be undertaken:
a. Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage and Heritage Council be notified of 

intention to remove or alter a structure;
b. The shack or associated structure have an archive recorded made with photography and 

written descriptions as a way of record keeping.
17. DBCA acknowledges the potential for listing of Wedge and Grey on the State Register, supports 

the completion of the historic heritage registration process and will support the outcome of that 
process. 

18. In the event of State Registration, DBCA will consult with the shack associations, Shire of 
Dandaragan and DPLH over the preparation of a Conservation Management Plan for both 
reserves. 

19. The sale of shacks has the potential to alter the physical, social and cultural values of the shack 
community and is not supported by DBCA. 

20. DBCA will prepare Design Guidelines that will apply generally to any built form within the 
Reserve. This will include moveable accommodation options, recreation facilities and other 
ancillary structures. The guidelines will be developed in consultation with shack associations, 
shack owners, the Shire of Dandaragan and DPLH to ensure heritage character is retained as the 
site continues to change. 

21. In the event of State Registration DBCA will establish a heritage committee involving 
representatives from DBCA, DPLH, Yued, the Shire of Dandaragan and shack associations.

22. DBCA recognises and accepts that shacks will continue to operate in accordance with 
Government policy which may change from time to time.
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Policy for the management of asbestos in shacks and 
associated structures
Policy Statement

Asbestos is managed in accordance with the Asbestos Management Plan for Wedge and Grey 
Reserves.

Objective

1. Protect the health and safety of licensees, their guests and visitors.
2. Minimise and reduce asbestos contamination to the environment.
3. Ensure that future public use of the reserves can be achieved without unacceptable risk to 

health from exposure to asbestos.

Application

1. This policy applies to all Licences issued for Wedge and Grey Reserves.

Policy Guidelines

1. Asbestos warning signs will maintained at entry points and waste transfer sites advising visitors 
of the presence of asbestos containing material (ACM) in the reserves.  The warning signs are to 
be maintained by DBCA.

2. Due to a lack of knowledge available to DBCA regarding the levels of ACM to the internals of 
shacks and associated structures it is assumed that all shacks and associated structures contain 
asbestos.

3. Where demolition or maintenance of shacks and associated structures is to be carried out, all 
fibre cement materials are suspected of containing asbestos, unless demonstrated otherwise. 

4. The removal and disposal of asbestos materials from shacks and associated structures must be 
undertaken in accordance with Department of Health requirements. Disposal of asbestos within 
the reserves including the waste transfer stations is prohibited.

5. Where dismantling or removal of shacks or associated structures is to be carried out, a 
demolition permit is required from the Shire of Dandaragan in accordance with the Building Act 
2011.

6. As per recommendation from Aurora Environmental’s Asbestos Assessment and preliminary 
management plan – Wedge and Grey settlements, where dismantling or removal of shacks is 
carried out, the soils in the vicinity of the shack are to be validated by a competent and qualified 
person to determine if the site is free of visible asbestos impacts.  If asbestos is present the soil 
will be removed, and the site remediated in accordance with legislative requirements or 
Department of Health advice.

7. Costs incurred by DBCA in relation to asbestos removal and disposal are the responsibility of the 
licensee, or where required, will be drawn from the Licence charges. 

8. The Wedge and Grey Asbestos Register provides the best available information on the status of 
ACM in the reserves and will be updated as new information becomes available.  It is 
acknowledged that data gaps remain in the register and it is the responsibility of the licensee to 
ensure that asbestos risk is minimised when dealing with ACM.

9. Where activities require ground disturbing works, particularly within the boundary of an 
Aboriginal Heritage Site or Place (for example ID 20051 Kwelena Mambakort) prior consent may 
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be required under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. Formal advice may be sought from the 
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) before ground disturbing works commence.

Background information

1. DBCA completed a Preliminary Asbestos Assessment in 2015 and a Detail Site Investigation and 
partial remediation in 2016.

2. A further survey of Asbestos Fines and Fibrous Asbestos was conducted by the Department of 
Health in 2018. Copies of all the reports are available on the DBCA website. 

3. Information and advice regarding any remediation of soil near shack sites that have structures 
with asbestos roofs will be provided to shack owners as it becomes available and upon request.

4. Wedge and Grey will remain classified under the Contaminated Sites Act 2003 as “Possibly 
contaminated – requiring investigation” until further assessment of asbestos fines is undertaken, 
the classification will then be reviewed. The suitability of the reserves for current and future 
uses is not supported by the Department of Health and the Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation and cannot be determined until further work including asbestos 
investigations and remediation is conducted.

5. Because of the site classification the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation has 
lodged a memorial against the title. Given this action, the local authority may not grant approval 
under a scheme for any proposed development of the land without seeking and considering 
advice from the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation as to the suitability of the 
proposed development.

6. DBCA will undertake periodic emu bobs, raking and picking for ACM fragments in soil as per the 
asbestos management plan.
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Policy for the management of waste water and 
sewage
Policy Statement

Waste water and sewage from unapproved and unregulated black and grey waste water systems will 
be managed to appropriate standards and legislation.  

NOTE: Until finalisation of the South West Native Title Settlement no ground disturbance is allowed 
as this would constitute a ‘future act’ under the provisions of the Native Title Act 1993 
(Commonwealth). Waste water and sewage will be dealt with via the policy guidelines below except 
for actions that require ground disturbance (until Native title issues are resolved).

Where activities require ground disturbing works, particularly within the boundary of an Aboriginal 
Heritage Site or Place (for example ID 20051 Kwelena Mambakort) prior consent may be required 
under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. Formal advice may be sought from the Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) before ground disturbing works commence.

Objective

1. This policy seeks to ensure the waste water and sewage from shacks and associated structures is 
appropriately managed to address the following issues:

a. Restoration of natural processes and protection of environmental values
b. Risks to human health 
c. Unsustainable waste management practices
d. Non-compliance with existing legislation.

Application

1. This policy applies to all recreational Licences issued for Wedge and Grey Reserves.

Policy Guidelines

Existing waste water and sewerage systems

1. All existing waste water and sewerage systems shall be assessed for compliance with current 
Australian standards by a licenced plumber and able to remain in use if in an area of approved 
suitability. 

2. If a licensee seeks to retain an existing waste water and sewerage system, certification from a 
licenced plumber that the system conforms to current Australian standards and is in working 
order must be provided to DBCA.

3. Inspection of waste water and sewerage systems may identify components of that system that 
meet current Australian standards and are in working order. Notification from the licenced 
plumber of those components shall be provided to DBCA.

4. All existing non-compliant waste water and sewerage systems shall be:
a. Decommissioned by being pumped out by a licenced waste water removal contractor at 

licensees’ expense. 
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b. Removed in part and remedied with new compliant components to create an entirely 
compliant system waste water and sewerage system, at the licensee’s expense. 
Certification by a licenced plumber of system installation and compliance must be 
provided to DBCA.

c. Removed completely and replaced with a compliant waste water and sewerage system, 
as outlined in this policy, at the licensee’s expense. Certification by a licenced plumber of 
system installation and compliance must be provided to DBCA. 

5. Soil disturbance to undertake the above activities shall be limited to the area immediately above 
the base existing waste water and sewerage systems.

6. Only Department of Health approved wastewater systems 
(https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Articles/A_E/Approved-wastewater-systems) are permitted for 
use.

7. New waste water and sewerage systems must be adapted into existing buildings and to existing 
toilets and ablutions. No new buildings are allowed to be constructed to house toilets and 
ablution facilities.

8. The Land Capability Assessment for Wedge and Grey Reserves, Report 1614 prepared for 
Department of Parks and Wildlife, Land Assessment Pty LTD, 2017 informs the appropriate 
locations and methods for disposal of waste water in the Wedge and Grey Reserves.

9. Mapping and disposal zones vary between the Wedge and Grey reserves based on the difference 
in landforms, ground water level and geology. The zones are shown on the attached maps and 
are defined as:
Acceptable 
 Subject to site assessment
Not acceptable 

Grey Reserve

Suitability* Explanations and exceptions from Land Capability Assessment
Acceptable All areas noted as FAIR capability

Subject to site assessment All areas noted as LOW capability
 P1 subject to not impacting dune stability and area can be 

revegetated/ managed.
 P2 over rocky headland – test to determine if appropriate 

coverage is available
Not acceptable All areas noted as VERY LOW capability

 L2 – areas of underlying rock

* Suitability subject to having suitable space available around shacks with minimal impact to landscape (dunes, 
stability, cut and fill) or use (avoid roads, driveways etc.). Approvals would need to be determined individually 
based on individual site conditions.

Wedge Reserve

Suitability* Explanations and exceptions from Land Capability Assessment
Acceptable All areas noted as FAIR capability

 Except areas within 30m of D3
Subject to site assessment All areas noted as LOW capability

 D1 – subject to coverage of more than 1.5m above winter 
water table. 

 D2 – subject to coverage of more than 1.5m above winter 
water table.
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 D3a – subject to coverage of more than 1.5m above winter 
water table.

Not acceptable All areas noted as VERY LOW capability
 D3 – any area of any other capability within 30m of a D3 

area is not acceptable

* Suitability subject to having suitable space available around shacks with minimal impact to landscape (dunes, 
stability, cut and fill) or use (avoid roads, driveways etc.). Approvals would need to be determined individually 
based on individual site conditions.

Septic tanks and leach drains (black water and grey water)

10. Sewage (black water) from toilets and waste water (grey water) from kitchens, laundry and hand 
basins may be managed in the reserves via septic tanks and leach drains in disposal zones 
‘Acceptable’ and ‘Subject to site assessment’ based on the criteria noted in the tables above.

11. Septic tanks and leach drains are not permitted in the ‘Not acceptable’ zone.
12. Sewage and waste water may be managed together using a septic tank and leach drain system 

or independently if black water is managed using the ‘other’ systems described below. 
13. Existing multiple septic tanks and leach drain systems in an occupancy area within ab approved 

suitability area can remain in use upon certification from a certified plumber. 
14. If an existing septic tank and leach drain fails, a replacement septic tank and leach drain will not 

be permitted if other suitable facilities remain in the occupancy area.
15. Only one septic tank and leach drain system is permitted per licenced shack and occupancy area. 

Any additional tanks are subject to DBCA approval.
16. Leach drain systems shared between shacks may be considered where the licensees can 

demonstrate to DBCA their ability to manage and maintain the systems, where space limits 
individual leach drains, and where they are appropriately scaled for the volume of waste water 
from all shack inputs.

17. All systems shall be installed by a licenced plumber at the licensee’s expense.  
18. System design for the septic tank and leach drain arrangement must be in accordance with the 

Code of Practice for Onsite Sewage Management (Department of Health 2012 – DRAFT).
19. Approvals for installation of new septic and leach drain systems shall be sought from the Shire of 

Dandaragan or the Department of Health. 

Waterless composting toilets

20. Waterless composting toilets are permitted in the ‘Acceptable’ and ‘Subject to site assessment’ 
zones based on the criteria noted in the tables above.

21. Waterless composting toilets are not permitted in the ‘Not acceptable’ zone.
22. Waterless composting toilets are required to have a minimum of 0.6m separation from the base 

of the system to the winter water table level. 
23. A separate leach drain will be required to manage excess liquids from the system and this may 

be combined with the grey water disposal system. 
24. Approvals for installation of new waterless composting systems shall be sought from the Shire of 

Dandaragan or the Department of Health.
25. Disposal of composted material from the waterless composting toilet is not permitted in the 

Reserves and must only be disposed of at a certified waste disposal facility. 

Wet composting toilets

26. Wet composting toilets are permitted in the ‘Acceptable’ and ‘Subject to site assessment’ zones 
based on the criteria noted in the tables above.
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27. Wet composting toilets are not permitted in the ‘Not acceptable’ zone.
28. Wet composting toilets are required to have a minimum of 1.5m separation from the base of the 

system to the winter water table level. 
29. A separate leach drain will be required to manage excess liquids from the system and this may 

be combined with the grey water disposal system. 
30. Approvals for installation of new wet composting systems shall be sought from the Shire of 

Dandaragan or the Department of Health.
31. Disposal of composted material from the wet composting toilet is not permitted in the Reserves 

and must only be disposed of at a certified waste disposal facility.

Aerobic Treatment Units

32. Aerobic treatment units are permitted in the ‘Acceptable’ and ‘Subject to site assessment’ zones 
based on the criteria noted in the tables above.

33. Aerobic treatment units are not permitted in the ‘Not acceptable’ zone.
34. Aerobic treatment units are required to have a minimum of 1.5m separation from the base of 

the system to the winter water table level. 
35. Surface irrigation of effluent from the aerobic treatment unit is not permitted.
36. A separate leach drain will be required to manage excess liquids from the system and this may 

be combined with the grey water disposal system. 
37. Approvals for installation of new wet composting systems shall be sought from the Shire of 

Dandaragan or the Department of Health.
38. Disposal of composted material or any solid waste produce as a result of cleaning or 

maintenance of the aerobic treatment unit is not permitted in the Reserves and must only be 
disposed of at a certified waste disposal facility.

Chemical toilets

39. Chemical toilets are permitted in all zones based on the criteria noted in the tables above.
40. Disposal of any waste from chemical toilets must be at an appropriate facility.
41. One chemical toilet dump point will be installed by DBCA at each of the Wedge and Grey 

reserves for use by licensees and the general public.

Sealed Vault toilets

42. Sealed vault toilets may be allowed in the ‘Acceptable’ and ‘Subject to site assessment’ zones 
based on the criteria noted in the tables above.

43. Sealed vault toilets are not permitted in the ‘Not acceptable’ zone.
44. Sealed vault toilets are required to have a minimum of 1.5m separation from the base of the 

system to the winter water table level. 
45. A separate leach drain will be required to manage waste water (grey water) from the shack.
46. Approvals for installation of new sealed vault toilets shall be sought from the Shire of 

Dandaragan or the Department of Health.
47. Disposal of all material from the sealed vault toilet is not permitted in the Reserves and must 

only be disposed of at a certified waste disposal facility by a licenced waste water removal 
contractor.

Alternative toilets

48. Alternative toilets, including but not limited to incinerating toilets, will be considered for use in 
the reserves. 
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49. Full details and Department of Health approval and compliance must accompany the requests to 
DBCA for any alternate toilet system.

Background information

1. Definition of a toilet – a fixed receptacle into which a person may urinate or defecate and may or 
may not involve water as a flushing medium. 

2. Waste water and sewage from unapproved and unregulated black and grey waste water systems 
can contaminate the natural environment and pose an unacceptable risk to human health. 

3. A preliminary groundwater assessment was conducted by Aurora Environmental in 2018 on 
behalf of DBCA to determine the quality of water in rain water tanks, bores, wells and surface 
water at Wedge Reserve.

4. The assessment identified high concentrations of nutrients likely to be caused by human and 
animal excrement.

5. These levels may be indicative of a potential risk to human health and ecological values of the 
reserve.

6. The assessment also identified that groundwater in the reserve is impacted by pathogens such 
as E.coli, thermotolerant coliforms and enterococci, which are indicators of faecal contamination

7. The presence of faecal indicator pathogens in drinking water is considered by Department of 
Health as an unacceptable risk to human health.  

8. DBCA will take advice from the Department of Health and Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation in regards water contamination issues.

9. The reserves will be managed in accordance with any classification of the site under the 
Contaminated Sites Act 2003.
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Policy for the management of Coastal Processes
Policy Statement

The Wedge and Grey reserves will be managed in accordance with the Statement of Planning Policy 
2.6, State Coastal Planning Policy. 

Objective

1. Shacks and associated structures in the Wedge and Grey reserves will be managed proactively to 
avoid potential environmental impacts, human health and safety issues occurring as a result of 
coastal processes, including coastal erosion.

Application

1. This policy applies to all recreational Licences issued for Wedge and Grey Reserves.

Policy Guidelines

1. Shacks and associated structures will be managed under the strategy of ‘Managed Retreat’ as 
defined by Statement of Planning Policy (SPP) 2.6, State Coastal Planning Policy.

2. DBCA will engage a qualified expert (coastal engineer or coastal geomorphologist) to provide 
advice as required to assist in decision making and advice.

3. DBCA will undertake georeferenced aerial photography in the reserves on an annual basis to 
record coastal movements caused by coastal processes.

4. DBCA will create and maintain a register of shacks and/or associated structures identified as 
being under threat of coastal processes. Included in this register will be the distance of a shack 
or associated structures to eroded dune edge or vegetation line, the date the measurement was 
taken, any heritage values associated with the shack and actions recommended or undertaken. 

5. Measurements of distance of eroded dune edge or vegetation line from shacks or associated 
structures will be taken manually and may occur at any time of the year, inclusive of after storm 
events or upon observation of further erosion.

6. The register will be updated from time to time to reflect changes in coastal movements. 
7. The register will identify shacks or associated structures that are in the following zones:

a. 0 – 10m from eroded dune edge or vegetation line to any part of a structure.
b. 10 – 20m from eroded dune edge or vegetation line to any part of a structure.
c. 20m or more from eroded dune edge or vegetation line to any part of a structure.

8. DBCA will notify shack licence holders if their shack or associated structure is identified as being 
in the 0 – 10m or 10 – 20m zones. This notification may occur at any time of year.

9. For shacks or associated structures located in the 0 – 10m zone the following will occur:
a. DBCA will have a qualified expert (coastal engineer or coastal geomorphologist) 

undertake an annual assessment for coastal erosion and risks for following 12 month 
period associated with ongoing coastal processes, impact to shack structure soundness 
for habitation, safety and environmental impact. 

b. From this assessment, and pending the findings, a decision will be made at the 
discretion of the District Manager to:

i. Allow the shack to remain
ii.Remove all or part of the shack or associated structures to reduce the identified 

risks. Removal is subject to the outcome of written representation by the 
licensee which might include the licensee, at their cost, having a qualified expert 
(coastal engineer or coastal geomorphologist) review the assessment and 
provide alternative recommendations within a reasonable timeframe.  
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10. Licensees of shacks or associated structures located in the 10 – 20m zone will be notified by 
DBCA informing them that should coastal erosion continue, and their zone change to the 0 – 
10m zone the actions noted above for the 0 – 10m zone will take effect.

11. Shacks or associated structures removed must be removed in their entirety or at the discretion 
of the District Manager.

12. Shacks or associated structures removed as a result of coastal processes will not be allowed to 
be rebuilt on the reserves.

13. Ongoing use of the shack site by the licensee for a movable building only (as agreed by DBCA) or 
for public use by way of caravanning or camping is supported.

14. Prior to removal of a shack or associated structure the following will be undertaken:
a. Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage and Heritage Council be notified of 

intention to remove or alter a structure;
b. The shack or associated structure will have an archive recorded made with photography 

and written descriptions as a way of record keeping.
15. DBCA’s cost of the removal of shacks and associated structures due to coastal processes, 

including all associated infrastructure, site remediation and revegetation will be drawn from the 
Licence charges.  If the Licence charges are insufficient then the remaining amount may be 
raised as a debt against the licensee.

16. Where activities require ground disturbing works, particularly within the boundary of an 
Aboriginal Heritage Site or Place (for example ID 20051 Kwelena Mambakort) prior consent may 
be required under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. Formal advice may be sought from the 
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) before ground disturbing works commence.

17. No hard engineering works, protection or landscape alterations will be allowed to mitigate or 
slow coastal processes including break walls, groynes, sandbags, geotextile matting, forced 
movement or sand re-nourishment

18. Dune revegetation and/or brushing is permitted in consultation with DBCA.
19. It is acknowledged that severe coastal erosion events may occur that sit outside of the scale of 

events expected in this policy.  If such events occur DBCA will consult with relevant stakeholders 
and experts to develop and undertake immediate actions required to manage the situation and 
impacts. Those actions will be guided by these policy guidelines where suitable.

Background information

1. Coastal erosion is a natural process occurring along the coast of Western Australia, impacting 
many sites including the Wedge and Grey reserves. 

2. Climate change and its impacts on coastal processes is acknowledged. More frequent events and 
of higher impact are considered likely to occur in the future.

3. A report, Coastal Vulnerability Assessment of the Wedge and Grey Coast, BMT Oceanica, was 
completed in July 2015 in accordance with Statement of Planning Policy (SPP) 2.6, State Coastal 
Planning Policy.

4. Coastal erosion and sand inundation have caused the removal of three shacks in 2018 for human 
health and safety reasons.

5. Approximately 8 metres of foredune was lost over night at Wedge in 2018 during one storm 
event posing significant risk to licensees and visitors (ref: Images 1 – 3 below).
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Image 1: 14 May 2018

Image 2: W132, 25 May 2018      
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Image 3: W133, 25 May 2018    
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Policy regarding grant and transfer of Licences
Policy Statement

Licences are not transferrable without the approval of the Director General.

Policy Objective

1. DBCA will manage the assignment and transfer of licences to maintain licensee connections to 
the Wedge and Grey reserves and achieve its public use and equity objectives. 

2. This policy seeks to address the following issues:
a. The unauthorised transfer of rights conferred by the Licence.
b. The unauthorised addition of licensees, a form of assignment, of the rights conferred by 

the Licence. 

Application

1. This policy applies to all Licences issued for Wedge and Grey Reserves.

Policy Guidelines

1. The Licence cannot be dealt with (sold, transferred or rights assigned) without the approval of 
the Director General. 

2. Licensees noted on the 2015 and 2017 Deed Poll are recognised as the current licensees and will 
remain, until a new licence is granted and will be:

a. the point of contact for the Department.
b. joint and severally responsible for compliance with licence conditions.

3. Upon Licence renewal, up to two licensees can be nominated as the licensees for the Licence 
and their full names, date of birth, residential, postal and email addresses, and telephone 
numbers must be provided to DBCA. 

4. Only the licensees will receive documentation and communication from DBCA in respect of the 
Licence.  Unless the licensees advise they are temporarily unavailable and nominate a proxy 
DBCA will not engage with any other persons regarding the Licence.

5. Four weeks before the expiration of a Licence, the licensees must submit a completed 
Application for Licence Renewal to DBCA.

6. If a licence renewal applicant is unable to present in person with proof of identification, a 
certified proof of photo identification must be provided with each Licence renewal application.

7. Individuals must be over 18 years of age to be eligible for a Licence.
8. DBCA will keep a record of individuals previously recorded on the Deed Poll related to the 

Licence of individual shacks.
9. DBCA supports the assignment of an individual to a Licence if:

a. An existing licensee wishes to be removed from the Licence
b. The individual wishing to be a licensee is an immediate family member (as defined 

below) or is recorded on DBCA’s Deed Poll relative to the Licence of the shack. 
10. DBCA supports the addition of an immediate family member to a Licence, as a licensee, where 

the Licence has a sole licensee.  
11. DBCA supports the transfer of a Licence where the licensee is being displaced due to Coastal 

Processes (as defined in these policies) to a shack site where a licensee no longer wishes to 
continue their Licence. This may only occur if:
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a. The shack site to be moved to is not in an area that will be impacted by Coastal 
Processes as defined in the policy.

b. The shack site to be moved to is not in the identified Aboriginal Cultural zone.
c. The moving licensees take full responsibility for the condition and risks associated with 

the shack site they are moving to and signs a voluntary assumption of risk associated 
with all structures on that shack site. 

d. The shack is not already in the possession of DBCA.
e. DBCA manages the Licence transfer process. 

Background information

1. Relationships must be recognised by registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages.
2. Immediate family member is defined as: 

a. Spouse.
b. Mother or father (natural, adoptive or step).
c. Brother or sister (natural, adoptive or step).
d. Daughter or son (natural, adoptive or step). 

1.
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Policy for managing and dealing with shacks held by 
DBCA 
Policy Statement

Shacks and associated structures which are not licensed are held by DBCA and create management 
and legal liability issues and potentially pose an ongoing risk to the environment and human health. 

Policy Objective

1. This policy provides a framework for the assessment and management of shacks held by DBCA.

Application

2. This policy applies to all Licences issued for Wedge and Grey Reserves.

Policy Guidelines

1. Shacks and associated structures that are held by DBCA will not be transferred to another 
person or group.

2. Shacks and associated structures held by DBCA will be assessed by a suitably qualified building 
inspector as a matter of record. The inspection will be completed in accordance to the Wedge 
and Grey Settlements – Shack Inspection Report.

3. DBCA will remove all shacks, associated structures and other property held by DBCA in 
accordance with the CALM Act and CALM Regulations where: 

a. The condition deterioration is rated 6 or above as assessed by the building inspector
b. There is an imminent risk to human health and safety, as determined by a competent 

building surveyor;
c. There is imminent threat of environmental harm; or
d. Likely escalation of remediation and rehabilitation costs if removal of shack, associated 

structures and property is delayed,
4. The removal of shacks and associated structures held by DBCA will be consistent with the 

asbestos management policy and the Asbestos Management Plan.
5. Prior to removal of a shack or associated structure the following will be undertaken:

a. DBCA to seek input from Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage and the Heritage 
Council of intention to remove or alter a structure;

b. The shack or associated structure be recorded through inventory, photography and 
written descriptions as a way of record keeping.

6. Where activities require ground disturbing works, particularly within the boundary of an 
Aboriginal Heritage Site or Place (for example ID 20051 Kwelena Mambakort) prior consent may 
be required under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. Formal advice may be sought from the 
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) before ground disturbing works commence.

7. Sites of removed shacks will be retained by DBCA and identified by installing a sign with pre-
existing shack number.  

8. Sites of removed shacks may be made available for public use such as caravanning, camping or 
moveable building as agreed by DBCA once the site is made suitable for such use. 
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Background information

1. The State holds the liability for risks and ongoing management costs associated with the shacks 
and associated structures that are held by DBCA. Shacks and associated structures held by DBCA 
are subject to vandalism and unauthorised use exposing visitors and staff to health and safety 
risks.

2. All shacks and associated structures at Wedge and Grey pose potential human health and safety 
risks as they are not certified as meeting the Building Code of Australia as specified under the 
Building Act 2010.  DBCA does not support the transfer of shacks and associated structures held 
by DBCA to any person or group as this would transfer the inherent risks associated with these 
shacks and expose the Department to unnecessary liability. 

3. See table below for Descriptions of asset condition.
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Policy relating to water storage facilities and water 
use 
Policy Statement

DBCA recognises the need for a licensee to have access to water for a range of uses. Water and 
water storage facilities must be safe and suitable for human use. 

Objective

1. Ensure licensees and their guests are aware of the human health risks associated with using 
water sourced from the reserves.

2. Ensure water storage facilities are safe.

Application

2. This policy applies to all recreational Licences issued for Wedge and Grey Reserves.

Policy Guidelines

1. Where no existing water storage facility is present in the Occupancy Area ,water storage facility 
of up to 12,500L storage capacity will be permitted in line with the policy and with approval of 
DBCA.

2. All existing and new water storage facilities must comply with Australia Standards for water 
storage. 

3. Multiple water storage facilities in an occupancy area can remain in use regardless of their total 
capacity or number if they comply with the relevant Australian Standards. 

4. If an existing water storage facility fails, a replacement water storage facility will not be 
permitted if other suitable water storage facilities exceed 12,500L and remain in the occupancy 
area.

5. A new water storage facility with capacity up to a maximum of 12,500L will be permitted if all 
other water storage facilities in the occupancy area are removed. 

6. Where situations require, up to two new water storage facilities may be considered upon 
application to DBCA. Total combined capacity shall not exceed 12,500L.

7. New water storage facilities are not required to be uniform in size (except maximum volume), 
colour or material. This is to continue the recognition of diversity of the built form in the 
reserves.

8. Storage containers that do not comply with Australian Standards such as ex-chemical pods/ IBC 
will not be permitted. 

9. All non-compliant, unused and derelict water storage facilities must be removed by Term 2 of 
the Compliance Licence.

10. All new water storage facilities are to be installed at ground level on pads of suitably compacted 
natural soil.  The pads are to be no larger than 0.5m from the outside diameter of the water 
storage facility.

11. Any new concrete pads under water storage facilities are not permitted.
12. All plumbing to and from the water storage facility is to comply with Australian Standards.
13. Gutters are permitted to allow the collection of rainwater.
14. Licensees can seek, at their own expense, certification from a qualified structural Engineer for 

existing ‘tank stands’ should they wish to retain them as functional tank stands. The certification 
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must be presented to DBCA in Term 1 of the Compliance Licence and must clearly certify that 
the tank stand is structurally safe and suitable to hold the water storage facility at full capacity. 

15. Licensees can seek, at their own expense, certification from a qualified structural Engineer for 
existing ‘tank stands’ should they wish to retain them for heritage purposes. The certification 
must be presented to DBCA in Term 1 of the Compliance Licence and must clearly certify that 
the stand is structurally safe and stable.

16. Maintenance works to make tank stands comply or meet certification may be permitted 
following advice from a structural engineer, and application to DBCA for retention of the tank 
stand.

17. New tank stands are not permitted to be constructed.
18. All non-certified tank stands are to be removed in Term 1 of the Compliance Licence. 
19. All water storage facilities previously on stands are to be reinstalled at ground level as specified 

in these guidelines.  
20. Where activities require ground disturbing works, particularly within the boundary of an 

Aboriginal Heritage Site or Place (for example ID 20051 Kwelena Mambakort) prior consent may 
be required under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. Formal advice may be sought from the 
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) before ground disturbing works commence.

21. DBCA will place signs on bores and wells noting the potential human health risks associated with 
drawing water from these bores and wells.

22. All bores that draw water from the Aboriginal registered heritage site must be closed by Term 3 
of the Compliance Licence.

23. Except for bores agreed to be retained for firefighting purposes (by DBCA), all bores and wells 
will be restricted to toilet use only by Term 3 of the Compliance Licence.  Certification from a 
licenced plumber confirming bore use for toilets only must be provided to DBCA.

24. Licensees should obtain their own advice in respect to the treatment of water collected on site 
for domestic use. 

25. Licensees, at their own expense, are permitted to cart in potable water to refill water storage 
facilities periodically. Licensees should be cognisant of access limitations of cartage vehicles if 
considering this.

Background information

26. Any water collected or obtained from sources on the reserves is used by licensees, and their 
guests, at their own risk. 

27. Licensees should make every effort to advise their guests about the quality and use of non-
potable water in or near their shack.

28. DBCA encourages the use of water imported from known potable water sources. 
29. Most of the water tank stands in the reserves are many years old and may be unsafe.  Water 

tanks stands pose a risk to human health and safety as none have been certified to meet 
building standard. 

30. Relevant Australian standards include, but not limited to:
a. AS/NZS 3500 Plumbing and drainage.
b. AS 2070 Plastics materials for food contact use
c. AS/NZS 4766 Polyethylene storage tanks for water and chemicals
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Policy for the management of public access and 
recreation 
Policy Statement

Public access and recreation opportunities will be developed in the Wedge and Grey reserves 
allowing the general public equitable access and use of the reserves. 

Objective

1. Provide safe, legible and sustainable road and pedestrian access into and through Wedge and 
Grey, linking main public use areas and infrastructure.

2. Develop day use facilities and infrastructure, camping, caravanning and other built 
accommodation that compliment the existing heritage and surroundings and enables low 
impact, nature-based affordable public recreation opportunities.

Application

1. This policy applies to all Licences issued for Wedge and Grey reserves.

Policy Guidelines

1. Maintain safe and sustainable vehicle access to and within the reserves to adequately manage 
the reserves and provide an appropriate degree of public access.

2. Link the existing sealed entry roads with main access/ egress roads to public recreation areas 
and nodes in the reserves (day use, accommodation/ camping/ caravanning/ groups of shacks).  

3. Secondary and minor access roads will provide local access within the reserves.
4. All main access/ egress roads should:

a. Maintain the existing alignment where possible;
b. Be all weather accessible with appropriate surface material and drainage;
c. Have appropriate sightlines and be designed and managed for an appropriate speed; 

and
d. Provide for emergency access and egress.

5. Pedestrian access will be considered where it links all recreation areas and nodes including 
public use areas, accommodation areas and the beach. Pedestrian access should be:

a. Clearly defined and separate from vehicle access; and
b. Consider convenience and safety in relation to age and ability of expected visitor groups, 

providing universal or assisted access where required.
6. Designate locations for vehicle access onto the beach at one or two well managed locations with 

good sightlines and relatively stable ground surface. 
7. Consideration should be given to a section of vehicle free beach at Wedge to improve public 

amenity and safety.
8. Road and access planning needs to address the requirements for fire access as outlined in the 

Strategic Fire Management Plan, Wedge Reserve No. 43283 for Wedge and should plan for dual 
entry/exit locations for Grey.

9. Provide parking and public use areas within the reserves. These areas will generally be co-
located providing areas of safe visitor management and environmental management of the 
reserves. Detailed design will be undertaken for each parking and public use area with 
consideration given to shack amenity and heritage values. 
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10. Public use facilities within these areas may include – picnic facilities, toilets, shelters, seating, 
gathering areas for groups, interpretation displays, lookouts, trails and ‘community’ facilities 
such as an interpretation/ education centre, First Aid centre, shop and community hall. 

11. For both reserves:
a. Designate areas for overflow parking at peak visitation times;
b. Maximise use of existing cleared areas and tracks for new parking areas and road 

alignments; and
c. Cater for long vehicles with adequate turnaround space and designated long vehicle 

parking bays (coach, caravan, campervan).
12. Provide infrastructure for camping, caravanning and/ or other accommodation for public use in 

accordance with the CALM Regulations relating to camping. 
13. Accommodation areas should be located in areas that provide a high-quality visitor experience, 

have proximity to desirable landscape features (beach) and be situated in areas that are not 
seasonally inundated.

14. Consideration will be given to allowing public camping and caravanning on DBCA managed shack 
sites where the shacks have been removed, subject to suitability and addressing health 
requirements such as asbestos remediation.

15. DBCA will explore opportunities to erect or install appropriately located built accommodation in 
the reserves and on DBCA managed shack sites. These new built forms;

a. may be moveable or transportable buildings;
b. are not permanent; 
c. have an appropriate scale, form and design style that respects the built form heritage of 

the reserves;
d. should be sustainable and self-contained in terms of power, water and waste 

management; 
e. will be informed by the design guidelines; and
f. will be made available for public use.

16. Where activities require ground disturbing works, particularly within the boundary of an 
Aboriginal Heritage Site or Place (for example ID 20051 Kwelena Mambakort) prior consent may 
be required under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. Formal advice may be sought from the 
Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) before ground disturbing works commence.

Background information

1. Planning to identify appropriate locations for public recreation will be completed in line with 
DBCA standard procedures and involve stakeholders. 

2. Concept master plans and planning investigations exist for both reserves and will be drawn upon 
when considering public use development. 

3. Planning will occur in a considered manner in lieu of an approved master plan for the reserves. 
4. An approved master plan for the reserves remains a requirement for appropriate planning and 

will be undertaken following direction from Government.
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Shack Maintenance Guidelines for Wedge and Grey
Terms used in these Shack Maintenance Guidelines which are defined in the Licence have the 
meaning given in the Licence. 

Condition 4 of the Licence provides that necessary maintenance works on licensed shacks (as 
defined in the Licence to mean shack or cottage and associated structures erected in the 
Occupancy Area and owned by Licensee) is permitted to be undertaken by the licensee without 
requiring the approval of the Director General of DBCA.

These guidelines clarify what is considered maintenance works. 

Works, other than maintenance works, will generally require both building and development 
approval and have to comply with State building and development legislation, as well as needing 
the support of the Director General. In the absence of a framework for achieving a sustainable level 
of development within the Wedge and Grey Reserves, which meets the State’s statutory planning 
requirements, and addresses issues such as public access and use, safety, amenity, coastal process 
and environmental impacts, works which are not maintenance works, will not be supported by the 
Director General. 

If you are uncertain if your proposed works constitutes maintenance, please contact the Senior 
Project Officer, Wedge and Grey on (08) 9688 6000.

Background

The shacks on the Wedge and Grey Reserves have been in existence since the 1960’s. Use and access 
to the shacks and occupancy area are subject to a Licence granted under the Conservation and Land 
Management Act 1984. The shacks are constructed from new and recycled building materials that 
are prone to weathering in a harsh coastal environment. 

DBCA acknowledges that there may be a need for a licensee to carry out periodic maintenance to 
ensure building safety and environmental and heritage values are not compromised. DBCA also 
recognises the built form character of the reserves and shacks and the management of maintenance 
will assist in retaining that built form character.  

Until the South West Native Title Settlement has been resolved DBCA is constrained by actions that 
would be classed as ‘future acts’ under the Native Title Act 1993.  

DBCA is not a building or planning approval authority and cannot approve any building works that 
do not constitute maintenance as explained in these guidelines. In the absence of an local planning 
scheme that recognises shacks on the reserves, building works are restricted to maintenance only 
and as described in these guidelines.

These guidelines may be amended from time to time and must be read in conjunction with the 
shack licence and other relevant DBCA policy.

Who do the Shack Maintenance Guidelines apply to?
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These guidelines apply to all licensees and is relevant only to works on licensed shacks. If a licensee 
approves someone else to carry out the maintenance work, the licensee must ensure that person is 
aware of these guidelines and does not do any work other than maintenance works. 

Maintenance Guidelines intent

1. DBCA is supportive of maintenance to shacks and associated structures where it protects the 
values of the shacks built form and materiality.

2. DBCA does not support maintenance to shacks that is not in keeping with the heritage values of 
the shacks built form and materiality. 

3. The above two points align DBCA’s Maintenance Guidance Note with the intention of the 
Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990 to manage change to the shack’s built form and 
materiality through ‘development’, as defined in the Act.

4. DBCA allows licensees to maintain their shack and associated structures in a safe and occupiable 
manner. 

Department Policy

1. The interpretation of what constitutes maintenance, is the least work necessary to facilitate 
the following maintenance items and, unless noted otherwise shall be only ‘like for like’ 
without enhancement of the external amenity of the use of the existing structure.

2. The offer of a Licence is restricted to those shacks existing at 1 July 1995, being the 
commencement date of the original shack Lease granted at Wedge and Grey, and 
administered by DBCA.

3. No new shacks are permitted to be constructed.

4. Moveable shacks will require approval by the Director General.

5. Shacks are not permitted to be removed in their entirety and rebuilt or reconstructed ‘like for 
like’. This will be considered a rebuild.

6. Existing shacks are not permitted to be rebuilt or reconstructed where damage caused by fire, 
wind, coastal erosion, inundation, lack of maintenance or other impacts renders the shack 
structurally unsound, not fit for habitation, loses structural integrity or there is demonstrated 
deterioration in condition as assessed by suitably qualified building inspector in accordance 
with the Wedge and Grey Settlements – Shack Inspection Report.

7. No building addition or construction is permitted, including works that will increase or change 
the footprint of shacks from that existing at 16 August 2016. The footprint is the total area 
and location occupied by an existing shack (as at 16 August 2016), defined by the perimeter of 
the external walls of each individual shack and structure. 

8. Existing shacks previously not registered as a shack may not be used or occupied as a shack or 
dwelling.

9. Maintenance work impacting more that 10% of the external shack fabric will require prior 
written approval from DBCA. 

10. All maintenance carried out to shacks shall be ‘like for like’, meaning that the maintenance 
work is to be of the same appearance, using similar materials (except where asbestos 
containing materials are being replaced) and construction methods as the existing shack and 
no enhancement is permitted.  The shack licensee shall ensure structural integrity and safety 
of the work done.
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11. ‘Like for like’ maintenance as described in these guidelines intends to protect and conserve 
the built fabric of shacks in recognition of documented heritage values and ‘shack character’, 
such as those described in the State Heritage Office document Documentation of Places for 
entry in the Register of Heritage Places - Wedge and Grey Shack Settlements (c1950s), 2013. It 
is the licence holder’s requirement to determine the heritage values of the materials 
requiring maintenance and to consider when and how to replace them appropriately.

12. Any activities that may be ground disturbing must be consistent with the Aboriginal Heritage 
Act 1972 (AHA).

13. The obligation for ensuring that the buildings are maintained in a safe standard that maintains 
structural integrity and suitability for use, is the responsibility of the licensee. If the integrity 
of building is at risk, the licensee must inform DBCA immediately.

14. Any other works not described in the Guidance Note can be requested via application and 
correspondence with DBCA.

Permitted maintenance works

Examples of the type of essential maintenance to licensed shacks that is permitted or not permitted 
is set out below.

In addition to the examples provided below, DBCA may issue notices to rectify unsafe buildings, 
remove building material or maintain the occupancy area to ensure they are safe.

1. Occupancy Area

1.1. The Occupancy Area (as defined in the Licence) recorded at 16 August 2016 shall not 
increase in size subject to the approval of DBCA. 

1.2. Allowable clearing within an Occupancy Area shall be limited to 2m from external wall of a 
shack as described in the fire management plan. 

1.3. The use of handheld tools and implements is permitted, such as whipper snippers and 
chainsaws, to clear weeds and overgrowth in the Occupancy Area.

1.4. The use of registered herbicides is permitted to manage weeds and overgrowth in the 
Occupancy Area.

1.5. Caution is noted about clearing vegetation to bare sand and the possible increase in erosion 
that may result.

1.6. Wheeled or tracked machinery such as a backhoe, bulldozer, front end loader, bobcat, 
‘Dingo’, mulchers or slashers are not permitted to be used during maintenance to buildings, 
driveways or the management of vegetation in the Occupancy Area.

2. Fences, gates and compounds

1.7. The building of new fences, new gates or new compounds around an Occupancy Area is not 
permitted. 

1.8. Maintenance or replacement of existing fences, gates and compounds in disrepair is not 
permitted unless prior written approval from the DBCA has been obtained. 

1.9. It is acknowledged that some fences/windbreaks add to the heritage values of the reserves 
and DBCA will consider retention of this infrastructure on application where the 
infrastructure can be demonstrated to have those values. 
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1.10. Access to Occupancy Areas for management or emergency response must be maintained at 
all times.

1.11. All existing non approved fences must be removed as per Term two of the Compliance 
Licence. 

1.12. Removal of fences, gates and compounds are permitted.

3. Driveways / access ways

1.13. Driveways recorded as existing at 16 August 2016 shall not increase in size.
1.14. Creation of new driveways or access points to the Occupancy Area is not permitted. 
1.15. The maintenance of driveways, entry to shacks and hardstand areas within the occupancy 

area shall be limited to natural ground and soil. 
1.16. Material such as imported sand, oil, cement, carpet, shade cloth, lino or bitumen is not 

permitted to be used to line driveways or entry points to the occupancy area.
1.17. Existing materials noted above in a condition that is poor, unsafe or poses a risk to the 

environment shall be removed immediately. 
1.18. Consideration will be given to driveway stabilisation where it is reasonably required upon 

application to DBCA.
1.19. All unapproved existing imported driveway materials must be removed in Term 3 of the 

Licence. 

4. Building additions

1.20. Building additions including extensions to the existing building footprint, new rooms, new 
verandas, second storeys, elevated verandas or viewing decks, and any construction above 
the height of the existing roof pitch is not considered maintenance and is not permitted.

1.21. The creation of new rooms by enclosing existing open verandas or patios is not permitted. 
This includes replacing existing shade cloth on the roof or walls with hard materials such as 
corrugated sheets. Previously uncovered verandas or patios cannot be covered with any new 
material.

1.22. Gutters and associated downpipes to collect rain water or manage water runoff from rooves 
will be permitted. 

1.23. One external paved area no larger than 1m2is permitted per shack for housing gas bottles.  
1.24. One external paved area no larger than 1m21m2 is permitted per shack for the housing of a 

hot water system.  

5. Cladding

1.25. Maintenance of wall and roof cladding of a shack is permitted.
1.26. Wall or roof cladding can be repaired or replaced and must be undertake in a ‘like for like’ 

manner. 
1.27. Where asbestos or asbestos containing material cladding is being replaced, all statutory 

requirements for its removal must be followed and the replaced material shall not contain 
asbestos and be of a ‘like for like’ nature. See Policy for the management of Asbestos in the 
Wedge and Grey reserves for further policy guidelines.

1.28. It is acknowledged that some materials that are of heritage value, such as packing crates, 
folded tin or other material profiles from past eras are not available. It is the licence holder’s 
requirement to determine the heritage value of the materials requiring maintenance and to 
consider how to replace them with suitable materials.
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6. Water storage facilities

1.29. Refer to Policy for the use of water storage facilities and water use for the permitted 
requirements if water storage facilities require repair or replacement. 

1.30. Water storage facilities for the collection and use of water for any purpose shall comply with 
Australian Standards for human use. 

1.31. New tank stands are not permitted to be constructed. 
1.32. Tank stands are permitted to be removed where they are unable to meet Engineer 

certification for structural stability.  
1.33. Existing uncertified tank stands need to be decommissioned and all new water storage 

facilities are to be reinstalled at ground level.
1.34. See 4.3 and 4.4 regarding rain water collection gutters.  

7. Internal works

1.35. Maintenance to the internal components of a shack, including but not limited to walls, 
ceilings, damaged flooring, benchtops and fixtures is permitted.

1.36. Maintenance may include repair, replacement or painting. 
1.37. Maintenance must not adversely affect the structural soundness of the shack.

8. Sewage and waste water

1.38. Refer to Policy for the management of waste water and sewage for the full policy guidelines.
1.39. Excavation is permitted above the base of the existing waste water and sewerage systems to 

undertake assessment for certification.

9. Water and gas plumbing

1.40. Where required all works to internal and external water and gas plumbing must be 
undertaken by a qualified plumber and/or in accordance with all relevant regulations.

1.41. Refer to Policy for the management of waste water and sewage for the full policy guidelines.
1.42. During Term 1 of the Compliance Licence certification of gas compliance must be lodged 

with DBCA and DMIRS.

10. Electrical

1.43. Where required all electrical work must be undertaken by a qualified electrician and/ or in 
accordance with all relevant regulations. 

1.44. Portable power supplies, including small domestic generators are permitted.
1.45. New fixed or permanent power supplies of a commercial or industrial scale are not 

permitted, subject to items 11 Solar Panels and 12 Wind power generation. 
1.46. The sharing and distribution of power between shacks is not permitted without certification 

from a licenced electrician and prior approval from DBCA. 
1.47. Buried electrical cables between power supplies and shacks should be laid in accordance 

with all relevant regulations including using underground electrical warning tape and signs. 
1.48. Overhead electrical cables, extension cords or similar between shacks is not permitted.
1.49. By Term 1 of Compliance Licence certification of electrical compliance and/ or competence 

must be lodged with DBCA and DMIRS.
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11. Solar panels

1.50. Solar panels are only permitted where they are installed and certified, as required, by a 
qualified electrician with appropriate components that meet all necessary regulations.

1.51. Solar panels are only permitted to be installed on the roof of shacks subject to not 
compromising structural integrity of the building.

1.52. Solar panels are not permitted to be installed on the ground. 

12. Wind power generation

1.53. Domestic scale wind power generation is only permitted where components are installed 
and certified by a qualified electrician and meet all necessary regulations.

1.54. Wind power generation equipment is only permitted to be installed onto shacks subject to 
not compromising structural integrity of the building.

1.55. Wind power generation equipment is not permitted to be installed on new ground based 
infrastructure. 

Indemnity

Your attention is drawn to the indemnity clause in the Deed Poll, and Licence that has been signed as 
part of the acceptance of the licence conditions and approval of licence.  

Licence conditions

The terms and conditions in the Licence hold primacy. If there any inconsistences between the 
Licence conditions and those noted in these guidelines or individual policies the Licence conditions 
apply in the first instance.
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Definitions

 Shack - means the Shack or cottage used for habitation erected on the Occupancy Area and 
is owned by the Licensee, as shown in Schedule 3.  Only one Shack per Licence is permitted.

 Like for like – materials have to be the same (except asbestos) and refers to material size, 
shape, profile, type, construction and fixing method. 

 Enhancement – improves the way in which a shack can be used. 
 Footprint - the total area and location occupied by an existing shack and individual 

associated structures (as at 16 August 2016) which are defined by the perimeter of the 
external walls of each individual structure.

 Licence - means a licence granted by the Director General under section 101 of the CALM 
Act for access and use of the Occupancy Area, for the purpose of occupying a Shack, which 
incorporates the Licence Conditions.

 Repair – fixing using minimal additional materials, require minimal change to the original 
materials that require repair. Repair allows the original ‘element’ to be restored, made good 
or put right. 

 Rebuild – to build something again after it has been damaged or destroyed. 
 Maintenance – the process of preserving a condition or element in good condition. 
 Occupancy area - means the area of Reserve No 43283 at Wedge or as applicable Reserve 

No 43284 at Grey occupied by the Shack including an area of two metres from the perimeter 
of the Shack; or ten metres from the perimeter of the Shack for the purpose of liquor 
consumption, and any other areas within the Reserve used by the Licensee for the purpose 
of the activities allowed by this Licence and as determined and permitted by the Director 
General. 


