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Introduction
Wedge and Grey are coastal sites in the Central Coast Region of Western Australia, located
between the towns of Lancelin and Cervantes. These settlements have the capability of providing
nature-based recreation and tourism opportunities for a wide range of interests and budgets.
Since 1930 the settlements at Wedge and Grey have provided overnight accommodation in the
form of squatter’s shacks. Both settlements grew informally with most shacks being built in small
clusters enabling families and friends to share their holiday experience together. Siting of the shacks
was, in most cases, determined by topography. This pattern of development is reflective of the
same manner in which many village-like settlements occur. Facilities for some commercial fishers
were developed within the settlements and there was a time when large fishing boats could be
seen moored off the coast. At Wedge, 4 boats still operate. The settlements’ isolation compelled
the shack residents to devise ways of being totally self-sufficient with respect to provision of
the utilities we take for granted in our towns and cities. Today this level of self-sufficiency is still
practiced in the settlements.
In 1989, the state-wide Squatter Policy was introduced to facilitate removal of all shacks. Since
this time the communities at both Wedge and Grey have been advocating for the settlements to
remain largely intact. There are several important reasons supporting retention of the shacks at
Wedge and Grey. Firstly, they offer a unique low-cost holiday experience close to Perth which
cannot be replaced without considerable capital investment. Secondly, the shacks at Wedge
and Grey, according to the National Trust of Australia (WA), have aesthetic, historical and social
significance at state-level and consequently they should be retained as examples of living ‘shack
communities’ in their entirety.1 Thirdly, retention of the shacks provides ongoing financial selfsufficiency derived through collection of annual rents. In excess of half-a-million dollars each year
can be raised in rental payments.2 Any reduction in shack numbers would reduce the income
required to maintain the facilities, leading to pressure on economic sustainability.
The overall aim at Wedge and Grey is to ensure the long-term existence of their unique qualities,
for all to experience. This can be done by developing a management model and plans which
are sustainable socially, economically and environmentally and which mitigate public risk. This
includes retention, upgrading and some relocation of existing shacks. The purpose of this planning
framework is to demonstrate how this can be achieved. The settlements at Wedge and Grey can
be retained and significantly improved through collaboration between the settlement communities
and the relevant land managers. This framework and the associated plans have been designed
to pave the way for this collaboration to begin.

1	National Trust (WA) report “Wedge and Grey Shacks Settlements, Cultural Heritage Assessment” (2012),
by Godden Mackay Logan
2	Based on the current rental rate of $1,328 for 409 licences – see Shack licences for Wedge and Grey,
Department of Parks and Wildlife, Shack Management Program, (2016)
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Scope and intent
This planning framework has been developed in response to a brief prepared by the Department
of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW). It is a high-level guiding document which provides direction for
future work associated with the ongoing development at Wedge and Grey. It is also intended to
inform the preparation of a more detailed Environmental Management and Ecological Restoration
Plan (EMER Plan) for both settlements. It identifies issues and determines appropriate objectives
and strategies which will later be the focus of more detail.
Context
In 2010, a report titled “Shack Sites in Western Australia” was released by the Western Australian
Legislative Council’s Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs. The report concluded
that the shacks at Wedge and Grey were to be completely removed and, as a priority, the area was
to be developed to provide the public with low impact, nature-based, affordable visitor facilities
and accommodation, including camping and caravanning facilities.
The trigger for removing the shacks, according to the report, was the construction of the Indian
Ocean Drive, which made the sites at Wedge and Grey more accessible to larger numbers of
people. The inference in the committee’s decision is that, due to their increased accessibility,
these sites now present opportunities for greater use by the general public and that the shack
communities, in their view, hinder this opportunity. The committee accepted the advice from
various government agencies who argued that the shack settlements were unsafe, unhealthy and
ruined the environment and that these areas of concern were not capable of being corrected. In
some cases, the agencies presented unsubstantiated information, one example being that the
ground water below the sites had been contaminated by the shack communities. The committee
rejected any alternative concept put by others, particularly the concept that the shacks could
coexist with camping and caravanning facilities. They saw no value in the shacks remaining
and could not see how they could contribute positively to the future of Wedge and Grey. The
overarching attitude exhibited by the Committee, and the government agencies, was that the
shack occupants should not have exclusivity to occupy these now-accessible sites and they
simply had to go.
Parliament however had a different view, as does the National Trust (WA), who’s comprehensive
cultural and heritage assessment report recommended retention of the shack communities in their
entirety. Parliament qualified the committee’s findings by stating that options will be examined for
Wedge and Grey that meet the requirements for public recreation and tourism use in conjunction
with a level of shack retention that contributes to opportunities for public use, and, that this
consideration would be in consultation with current shack leaseholders. Rather than consult with
shack leaseholders the approach by government agencies has been to advise the leaseholders
of the various agencies positions. DPaW, the government agency responsible for managing
the reserves where Wedge and Grey are sited, has unilaterally arrived at its position on shack
numbers and has suggested a very low level of retention. They have made no attempt to work
with the current shack leaseholders to determine what level of shack retention contributes to the
opportunities for public use, as directed by parliament. The Wedge and Grey communities believe
that these sites offer unique opportunities because of the existence of the shack settlements
and have consequently developed this planning framework to demonstrate how the shack
settlements, camping and caravanning, and day visitation activities can coexist harmoniously, as
they do in other tourism precincts worldwide.
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Guiding principles and imperatives
The following principles and imperatives guide the preparation of this document. They are
classified in terms of:
1. State policies;
2. Existing character;
3. Equity;
4. Environmental management;
5. Governance;
6. Sustainability;
7. Cultural tourism.
1.0 State policies
1.1 All future development at Wedge and Grey must comply with relevant State Policies.
1.2	The application of these policies however must also recognise the remote location and the
short-term holiday use of the sites.
1.3 It is important to apply relevant state policies appropriately and with common-sense.
2.0 Existing character
2.1	
The overall character of the existing shack settlements should be conserved. The report
commissioned by the National Trust (WA), which recommends conservation of the shacks, stated
that the sense-of-place generated by the shack settlements is derived from a combination of the
shacks themselves plus the lifestyle and social interactive opportunities the settlements offer.
2.2	These settlements are not like small towns; they are disordered and casually arranged, a quality
which makes them uniquely appealing to tourists and locals alike. It is the informality of the
settlements which provides the contrast with living in urban areas and this has been their
appeal for decades. To attempt to re-plan them in accordance with urban planning principles
would be counterproductive.

This image shows the informal character of the
settlement at Wedge
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2.3	All shacks need to be upgraded to meet a fit-for-purpose standard without losing their rustic
character.
2.4	The process of assessing and then upgrading the shacks will take time and a reasonable
program must be prepared and agreed to enable this process to be undertaken properly.
2.5	Vehicle and pedestrian tracks should be rationalised, made safe and upgraded while retaining
their casual appearance. Travelling through these settlements at slow speed is important and
it is the very nature of these current tracks which helps this to occur.
2.6	The shack settlements are totally isolated from any urban development and therefore should
retain their capacity to sustain their occupants without centralised water, energy or sewage
infrastructure, as they have done for many years. The camping and caravanning sites should
adopt a similar approach. The provision of centralised infrastructure is expensive and often
involves destruction of vegetation as below-ground services are installed. A centralised
approach is not necessary at these sites.
3.0 Equity
3.1	The sites at Wedge and Grey must be available to all for day visits and short-term overnight
stays in the form of shack-stays, camping and caravanning. The attraction of the sites is their
proximity to the beach therefore all users must be able to access the beach easily on foot.
3.2	Shack lessees, tourists and the general public must be able to use the sites in a harmonious
manner and site planning must reflect the different needs of each type of user. Itinerant users
will rarely have the same attachment to the sites as regular users which can often be reflected
in their behavior. Site planning arrangements which allow itinerant and regular users to use the
sites simultaneously must be considered and may result in separating the various user groups.
This is a very common approach when planning tourism nodes.
3.3	The shacks must contribute overnight accommodation for public use therefore a range of
opportunities for people to use the shacks for overnight stays must be available. It will be
important to undertake a detailed demand analysis to determine how much and what type of
shack-stay accommodation should be provided.
3.4	Sites for caravanning must be easily accessible from the main spur roads off Indian Ocean
Drive to accommodate the full range and size of mobile holiday homes.
3.5 Places for camping in tents must be available and located easily off the spur roads.
4.0 Environmental management
4.1	All areas where the natural environment has been degraded must be restored and form part of
an ongoing EMER Plan.
4.2	Access to beaches and sand dunes by 4WD vehicles must be controlled and minimised in
order to reduce disturbance of the environment.
4.3	All potential health, public safety and environmental disturbance issues associated with the
shack, caravan and camping areas, as well as day visitors, must be identified and addressed
to minimise the impact on the ability of the sites to accommodate human habitation.
4.4	An orderly shack relocation program must be in place to accommodate any threat from future
coastal process as the need becomes imminent.
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4.5	Areas defined for shacks, caravans and camping must have defined limits which will prevent
any future expansion into the coastal environment.
4.6	These sites are very windy due to their coastal location and this, combined with loss of vegetation
cover resulting from clearing, causes destabilisation of the dune system. Caravanning requires
large flat areas to facilitate access for vehicles therefore these areas will require surface treatment
which facilitates vehicle movement without becoming windblown. These areas must not be
sealed in order to allow natural filtration of rain water to occur. Any surface treatment must also
avoid reradiating heat from the sun. There will not be a great opportunity for provision of large
canopied trees to provide shade due to the harshness of the coastal environment therefore
avoiding additional heat from sealed surfaces will be an important consideration.
4.7	Because these caravan areas will require significant removal of existing vegetation, they must
take the form of small pocket caravan parks rather than large areas in order to avoid visual
degradation of the area.
4.8	Car parking for day visitors and campers also requires clearing of vegetation and stabalisation
of the cleared surface. These areas too must be kept small and unobtrusive.
5.0 Governance
5.1	The sites at Wedge and Grey, inclusive of shacks, caravan and camping sites must all be
managed in accordance with a model which addresses and mitigates public liability risk and
which enforces environmental protection requirements.
5.2	Shack lessees must be given secure tenure which offers certainty that the investment they will
incur in upgrading their shacks will assure them long-term access for holidays.
5.3	Upgrading the shacks will be a substantial undertaking and must be done with common sense
therefore, the process of auditing the shacks must be carried out by an entity independent of
the shack lessees and the government managing agency. Building licenses must be issued by
an appropriate approving authority.
5.4	Protocols and planning measures need to be developed to deal with the destructive actions
often associated with itinerant day users who access the site on motor bikes and in 4WD
vehicles. This has become a more noticeable occurrence since construction of the spur roads
off Indian Ocean Drive was completed.
5.5	Income derived from the shack rental must be generated back into the settlements to finance
the ongoing maintenance of the settlements.
5.6	Management of the shack settlements should be the responsibility of the shack lessees, in
accordance with an agreed model.
5.7	The caravan and camping facilities should be managed by DPaW.
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6.0 Sustainability
In this planning framework the following meanings apply with respect to social, environmental and
economic sustainability.
6.1 Social sustainability:
	The sites at Wedge and Grey must be able to sustain regular use by various user groups
including shack lessees, the Aboriginal communities, commercial fishers, day visitors, bush
walkers, overnight visitors and tourists in a safe, healthy and enjoyable manner.
6.2 Environmental sustainability:
	The natural and built environment at Wedge and Grey must be able to sustain regular use by
the various user groups without harm.
6.3 Economic sustainability:
	Overnight accommodation at Wedge and Grey must be affordable and in the long-term the
management of the sites must be largely self-sustaining through income derived from fees and
charges paid by the various user groups.
7.0 Cultural Tourism
7.1	There is considerable merit in considering the cultural heritage tourism value of the shack
settlements. A new tourist type is emerging who is looking for authentic experiences, tolerates
discomfort, often seeks rustic accommodation, and seeks involvement rather than passive
behaviour. The shack settlements can offer this.
7.2	In their current form, the settlements offer the new tourist a world class unique cultural tourism
opportunity not currently being offered in Western Australia.
7.3	The rustic nature of the shacks in close proximity to the beach offer this tourist group a different
and affordable experience easily accessible from Perth. This quintessential Australian holiday
experience can become the first stop on a longer journey along the Coral Coast.
7.4	The holiday experience is not about simply staying overnight in a shack; its real value involves
staying in a living example of how low-cost beach holidays were experienced by Australians
in remote locations. It offers healthy outdoor experiences and reflects the traditional cultural
values of everyday Western Australians.
7.5	This type of tourism will complement rather than compete with other tourism initiatives in this
region of Western Australia. It would also work well with the Aboriginal cultural tourism plans
currently being prepared by KMAC.
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Overall summary
The settlements at Wedge and Grey offer a unique opportunity for day visits and overnight stays
within an easy walk of natural beach environments. Access to both settlements is achieved via
good quality spur roads leading from Indian Ocean Drive. A variety of overnight holiday stays can
be accommodated including shacks, camping and caravans. At both Wedge and Grey, caravan
and camping facilities can be located close to the beach on the leeward side of protective coastal
dunes. The existing shack communities are a complex arrangement based on clustering therefore
vehicle and movement patterns through the communities are not legible to most visitors which
suggests that tourist accommodation in the form of camping and caravans be located adjacent
to rather than within the settlements. This can be achieved at both settlements.
Tourists and the general public will be able to stay overnight within the shack footprint area
and share the shack experience. A number of specific strategies are considered appropriate
to facilitate overnight shack stays. The time frame associated with implementing shack stays is
variable depending on the implementation of agreed governance and management issues as well
as testing the demand for such accommodation.
Central to this planning framework is the retention of shack numbers at Wedge and Grey. Shacks
will only be leasehold and not permanently occupied. There are a few people who live most of
the year at both Wedge and Grey and their presence offers an important caretaker service for
each settlement.
The settlements at Wedge and Grey have a low to moderate ranking in terms of coastal
vulnerability, susceptibility and instability and the risks to most existing shacks does not warrant
their removal, at this stage. There are a number of significant landform characteristics at both
settlements, such as barrier vegetation, inshore substrate, beach face and frontal dunes which
mitigate against the impact of coastal processes.3 There is sufficient land within the settlement
footprints to accommodate a logical relocation program when coastal processes require this to
be done. Each settlement fits the description in SPP 2.6 of a distinct and discrete coastal node
which, if only used for short-term holiday accommodation, is permitted within a foreshore reserve.
It is noted that some shacks on the fore dune at Wedge will need to be assessed immediately for
possible relocation.
The shack density in both settlements is low. At Wedge, the average land area per shack is
3,100m2 and at Grey it is 2,521m2 per shack. There will be no increase in shack numbers and
a settlement footprint at Wedge and Grey will be determined beyond which no expansion can
occur. Existing shacks will need to be checked to ensure their safety and stability, commensurate
with their role as short-term accommodation. New shacks, which will only occur through a
relocation program and where shack lessees chose to rebuild, will comply with the National
Construction Code.
The settlements do not threaten natural resources or water resources. Within each settlement
area there are areas requiring some degree of remediation and conservation in the form of
revegetation. Some areas also need to be tidied. A detailed set of objectives is provided in this
planning framework to assist with the future sustainable management of both settlements.
3	See Damara report (2012) “The coast of the Shires of Gingin and Dandaragen, Western Australia: Geology,
Geomorphology and Vulnerability”.

WEDGE AND GREY PLANNING FRAMEWORK OCTOBER 2016

DRAFT

8

DRAFT

Preserving Wedge and Grey for WA

Contents
Section 1
1.1 SWOT Analysis
		
Table 1. Analysis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats

10
10
10

1.2 Landform Analysis
		
Table 2. Vulnerability, susceptibility, and instability rankings in relation to
coastal processes
		
Table 3. Assessment of the landform characteristics contributing to the
stability of settlements
		
Table 4. Range of constraints applicable for Wedge and Grey coastline
		
Table 5. Analysis of development intensity at Wedge and Grey settlements

12

1.3 Shack History and Heritage Value
		
Table 6. Summary of key findings in Godden Mackay Logan report “Wedge and
Grey Shack Settlements, Cultural Heritage Assessment” (2012)
1.4 Summary

12
12
14
14
15
15
16

Section 2
2.1 Objectives
		
Table 7: Overall aim and objectives
		
Table 8: Facility objectives – Day visitation and overnight
		
Table 9: Facility objectives and how they will be satisfied

17
17
17
19
21

2.2 Summary

26

Section 3
3.1 Areas of Response Required by DPaW
		
Table 10: State Planning Requirements
		
Table 11: Equity and access
		
Table 12: Building safety
		
Table 13: Health and amenity
		
Table 14: Sustainability

27
27
27
32
32
33
34

3.2 Summary
		
Aerial Photograph of Wedge
		
Aerial Photograph of Grey
		Wedge GIS
		Grey GIS
		
Wedge Draft Concept Plan
		
Grey Draft Concept Plan
		Wedge Photos
		Grey Photos
		Informing sources
		
About the authors

35
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
46
48
49

WEDGE AND GREY PLANNING FRAMEWORK OCTOBER 2016

DRAFT

9

DRAFT

Preserving Wedge and Grey for WA

Section 1
1.1

SWOT Analysis

Table 1. Analysis of strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats
1.1 Strengths

1. Close to an iconic coastal holiday destination
2. Settlement sites are well vegetated and stable
3. Excellent road system from Perth to each settlement
4. Settlement character exhibits a unique vernacular authenticity
5. Sufficient land within settlement footprints to enable the
implementation of a logical relocation and managed retreat program
6. Shack community consider themselves as responsible custodians of
the settlements and environment
7. Excellent day and overnight tourism sites exist within a close walk of
the beach
8. Tourists are not required to journey through the settlements in order to
arrive at their camping or caravan sites
9. Has established user patterns and sufficient numbers of holiday
shacks to render the settlements economically self-sufficient
10. Ability at Wedge to safely launch and retrieve small trailered boats

1.1 Weaknesses

1. Way-finding through settlements and general legibility for visitors is
poor
2. Some internal settlement roads need maintenance/rationalization
3. Some shacks pose a risk to protective fore dune at Wedge
4. Most shacks need maintenance
5. Vehicle accesses through protective fore dune systems at Wedge are
too numerous

WEDGE AND GREY PLANNING FRAMEWORK OCTOBER 2016

DRAFT

10

DRAFT

Preserving Wedge and Grey for WA
Plan for dealing with weaknesses:
1. Minimise visitor roads through settlements
2. Repair roads requiring maintenance
3. Identify risk levels as high, medium and low and develop a relocation
plan for those at high imminent risk and ensure alternative stable sites
exist for those presenting as medium risk
4. Carry out maintenance work on shacks and allow an interim upgrade
5. Close majority of vehicle access points through fore dunes and
revegetate

1.1 Opportunities

1. Development of an economically viable overnight holiday destination
adjacent the settlements
2. Rationalisation and rehabilitation of redundant pathways through the
settlements
3. Development of a sound governance model to ensure the settlements
and visitor accommodation can be financially self-sufficient
4. Allowing tourists to stay in shacks
5. Development of a fine-grained managed retreat program rather than
adopting a global ‘one size fits all’ approach

1.1 Threats

1. Long-term impact of coastal processes
2. Possible destruction from coastal bush fires
3. Uncontrolled 4WD access by day visitors
Plan for dealing with threats:
1. Development of a logical and managed retreat and relocation program
which comes into action when vulnerability from coastal processes is
imminent
2. Development of an appropriately detailed bush fire protection and
management plan
3. Removal of tracks through vulnerable dune systems and fence off to
prevent further use
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Landform Analysis

Table 2. V
 ulnerability, susceptibility, and instability rankings in relation to coastal
processes4
Ranking

Grey

South Grey

Wedge Island to
North Wedge

Instability

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Susceptibility

Moderate

Low

Low

Vulnerability

Moderate

Low-moderate

Low-moderate

4	Damara Report (2012) “The coast of the Shires of Gingin and Dandaragan, Western Australia: Geology,
Geomorphology and Vulnerability”

Note:
1. Rankings based on findings at coastal cells 19, 20 and 21
2. The vulnerability, susceptibility, and instability rankings for Wedge Island, located offshore,
are not to be confused with the rankings for North Wedge. Wedge Island has a high
instability ranking and a moderate-to-high vulnerability ranking.
Table 3. A
 ssessment of the landform characteristics contributing to the stability of
settlements
The following landform characteristics contribute to the stability of the settlements at Wedge and
Grey.5
Landform type

Contributions to stability

Inshore substrate

Moderate proportion of reef or pavement near shore at both Wedge
and Grey

Beach face

Variety of narrow to wide berm beaches without multiple lines of
breakers at both Wedge and Grey. Both beach faces are relatively flat

Frontal dune
complex

Grey: Continuous and well vegetated fore dune

Barrier vegetation
cover

Grey: Broad well-vegetated barrier

Wedge: Discontinuous and partly vegetated fore dune (discontinuity
resulting from numerous vehicle tracks and capable of being
revegetated)

Wedge: Moderately high and wide dune field.

5	Damara Report (2012) “The coast of the Shires of Gingin and Dandaragan, Western Australia: Geology,
Geomorphology and Vulnerability”
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The fore dune at Grey, shown above, is low and very well
vegetated (greater than 75% cover)

The fore dune at Wedge, shown above, is high and wide with
less vegetation. This will be repaired as part of the fore dune
conservation strategy.
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Table 4. Range of constraints applicable for Wedge and Grey coastline
Risk

Constraint

Implications

Low

Coastal risk is unlikely to
be a constraint to coastal
management

The site has a good combination of
integrity of natural structures, natural
resilience and low management
requirements.

Low-tomoderate

Coastal risk may present
a low constraint to coastal
management

The site contains elements of low-tomoderate integrity of natural structures,
elements of limited natural resilience or
elements requiring management.

Moderate

Coastal risk may present a
moderate constraint to coastal
management

The site has constraints due to a
combination of low-to-moderate
integrity of natural structures, limited
natural resilience and/or ongoing
management requirements.

		
Note: The Damara (2012) report does not say that these constraints are likely or highly significant,
which it reserves for its higher categories of moderate-to-high and high.
Table 5. Analysis of development intensity at Wedge and Grey settlements

Intensity

Wedge

Grey

Footprint area (Ha)

90

30

Number of shacks

290 licensed shacks

119 licensed shacks

Intensity of development
overall

3.2 shack/hectare

4 shacks/hectare

Average land area/ shack

3,100m2/shack

2,521m2/shack

Localised intensity

8 sample areas were taken
(1-hectare sample areas)
Range: 5 to 9 shacks/sample
area
Average: 8 shacks/hectare

4 sample areas were taken
(1-hectare sample areas)
Range: 6 to 7 shacks/sample
area
Average: 6 shacks/hectare

Localised land area/shack

1,250m2

1,660m2
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Shack History and Heritage Value

Table 6. Summary of key findings in Godden Mackay Logan report “Wedge and Grey
Shack Settlements, Cultural Heritage Assessment” (2012)6
1)

A report commission by the National Trust of Australia (WA) in 2012 concluded Wedge and
Grey have aesthetic, historical and social significance at State-level.

2)

Significance was evident in the following ways:
I)
II)
III)
IV)
V)

Layout
Buildings
Community spaces and structures
Traditions, cultures and social networks
People’s relationship with place.

3)

The parliamentary Shack Enquiry of 2010, stating that the social heritage of the settlements
could be maintained despite removal of the shacks, could not be substantiated.

4)

The settlements are considered to be rare due to their size and particular characteristics.

5)

The WA Heritage Council determined that the settlements will be placed on their
assessment program.

6)

Prior to European settlement, Indigenous Australians visited many sites along the Midwest
coast of Western Australia. Sites of cultural significance have been identified and protected
by law and contribute to part of the overall heritage value of the communities.

7)

Wedge and Grey were established by fisherman and farmers in the 1930s.

8)

Shacks were later developed for low cost family holidays. Travellers too were invited to
camp alongside the shacks. The shacks were grouped in small clusters as friends and
relatives built near those they knew.

9)

A strong sense of community exists as family groups come together to enjoy and nurture
these coastal settlements.

10)

Heritage experts recommend retention of these settlements in their entirety.

11)

Western Australia’s largest remaining living heritage settlements

6	National Trust (WA) report “Wedge and Grey Shacks Settlements, Cultural Heritage Assessment” (2012), by
Godden Mackay Logan
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Summary

SWOT analysis 1. Settlements present an iconic coastal holiday destination within easy
access of Perth.
2. A range of day and overnight holiday facilities including caravan and
camping are possible close to the beach. Tourists can also rent shacks
for holiday stays.
3. Sufficient land within existing settlement footprints exist in order to
implement a relocation program when long-term coastal processes
require this to be done.
4. Settlements can be economically self-sufficient due to the number of
existing holiday shacks.
5. Wayfinding through settlements can be improved.
6. Roads to day and overnight visitor facilities do not need to go through
settlements.
7. Some shacks need maintenance to be made fit for purpose as holiday
accommodation.
8. Some shacks on the fore dune at Wedge need relocation.
9. Wedge fore dune to be repaired where damage has been caused by
vehicle access points.
Landform

1. Instability ranking at Wedge and Grey is moderate.
2. Susceptibility ranking at Grey is moderate and low at Wedge.
3. Vulnerability ranking at Grey is moderate and low-moderate at Wedge.
4. A range of landform characteristics such as inshore substrate, beach
face, frontal dune complex and barrier vegetation contribute to the
stability of the settlements.

Risk

Wedge and Grey have the following risk profiles (Ref Table 4):
1. Low: Coastal risk is unlikely to be a constraint to coastal management.
2. Low-to-moderate: Coastal risk ‘may’ present a low constraint to coastal
management.
3. Moderate: Coastal risk ‘may’ present a moderate constraint to coastal
management.

Development
intensity
History

1. Average land area per shack at Wedge is 3,100m2/shack.
2. Average land area per shack at Grey is 2,521m2/shack.
1. National Trust of Australia (WA) conclude that Wedge and Grey have
aesthetic, historical and social significance at state-level.
2. The settlements are considered to be rare due to their size and they
should be retained in their entirety.
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Section 2
2.1 Objectives
Table 7: Overall aim and objectives
Overall aim
To ensure the long-term existence of Wedge and Grey’s unique qualities for all to experience by
developing a management model and plans which are sustainable socially, economically and
environmentally. This can be done through development and application of a management
framework with the following objectives.
Objectives addressing Existing Character
1. Ensure that existing patterns of development will be largely retained
2. Ensure that the existing sense of place in terms of the natural environment and heritage
values, both European and Aboriginal, will be protected
3. Ensure that the form of new shacks will be diverse and borrow from existing vernacular
forms
Objectives addressing Equity
1. Ensure that the settlements at Wedge and Grey offer a desirable day visit experience for
shack lessees and visitors alike
2. Ensure that day visit experiences will include suitable car parking within an easy walk of
high amenity beach areas
3. Ensure that overnight tourist experiences will include a variety of easily accessible
camping opportunities within an easy walk of high amenity beach areas
4. Ensure that overnight tourist experiences will include a variety of easily accessible
caravan locations within an easy walk of high amenity beach areas
5. Ensure that all areas used for day tourism will be provided with appropriate facilities
6. Ensure that all areas used for overnight tourism will be provided with appropriate facilities
7. Ensure that access for day visits will not require vehicles to pass through the existing
settlements
8. Ensure that access for overnight tourist stays will not require vehicles to pass through the
existing settlements
9. Ensure that some overnight accommodation will occur within the settlements in order to
enable tourists to stay in an authentic beach shack environment
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Objectives addressing Environmental Management
1. Ensure that the settlements will be managed in an environmentally, socially and
economically sustainable manner
2. Ensure that a logical retreat and relocation program exists to deal with threat of future
coastal processes when they arise
3. Ensure the settlements have the smallest possible ecological footprints (water, power,
waste)
4. Ensure that a symbiotic relationship exists between the communities and the environment
5. Ensure that an Environmental Management and Ecological Restoration plan (EMER Plan)
is developed and implemented
6. Ensure that environmental and health risks associated with human habitation are
mitigated, via the EMER Plan
7. Ensure that all asbestos in shacks evidencing a fibre release risk will be removed in an
acceptable manner by appropriately trained and certified contractors.
Objectives addressing Governance
1. Ensure that no land within the settlement footprint is freehold
2. Ensure that accommodation in shacks, caravans or tents will not be permanent with the
exception of the few residents who carry out a caretaker role
3. Ensure that settlement areas will not expand beyond an agreed footprint
4. Ensure that settlement footprints will include areas for a logical and managed retreat and
relocation program
5. Ensure that a collaborative approach to management exists between the communities
and the relevant land managers
6. Ensure that a suitable long-term management model exists which addresses and
mitigates public liability risk
7. Ensure that an acceptable shack lease system exists which provides long-term viability
and equity for lease holders
8. Ensure that the financial operations of the community are sustainable
9. Ensure that a suitable protocol is established to contain and control any antisocial
behaviour
10. Ensure that all new construction works and works associated with shack upgrades is
carried out to the approval of a recognised permit authority.
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Table 8: Facility objectives – Day visitation and overnight
Facility Objectives
Day visitation
facilities

1. Ensure that day visitors are provided with a diverse range of activities
2. Ensure that day visitors have access to a well-maintained car park
3. Ensure that all day visit activities can be safely undertaken
4. Ensure that access by the less-able has been taken into consideration
in the majority of day visit activities

Overnight
facilities

1. Ensure that the various forms of overnight accommodation exist
harmoniously
2. Ensure that overnight accommodation does not dominate day visitors
3. Ensure that the various forms of overnight accommodation and their
movement systems are not detrimental to the natural environment
4. Ensure that all overnight facilities can be accessed and enjoyed safely
5. Ensure that all overnight facilities have good access to rubbish and
refuse disposal
Camping
1. Ensure provision of camping sites in locations protected from wind
2. Ensure camping sites are contained to prevent disturbance to adjacent
natural environment
3. Ensure suitable ablution and cooking facilities are available
4. Ensure that dedicated pathways are provided from camping sites to
the beach in order to prevent damage to coastal dunes
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Caravanning
1. Ensure that suitable spaces are provided for caravans and motor
homes
2. Ensure that a suitable movement and access system exists for
caravans and motor homes
3. Ensure caravan sites are contained to prevent disturbance to adjacent
natural environment
4. Ensure that dedicated pathways are provided from caravan sites to the
beach in order to prevent damage to coastal dunes
5. Ensure suitable ablution and cooking facilities are available
Shacks
1. Ensure that the existing settlements remain as intact as possible
2. Ensure that existing naturally vegetated areas are conserved and areas
of disturbance are continually monitored and repaired
3. Ensure that all new shacks, constructed as part of a managed retreat
or relocation program or simply to replace an existing shack on its
current site, are properly constructed
4. Ensure that existing shacks are fit for the purpose of short-stay casual
holiday occupation
5. Ensure that all shacks are self-sufficient
6. Ensure that all shacks complement the scale of the natural environment
7. Ensure that existing shacks identified as a threat to the stability of
existing important land forms, such as the prominent fore dune at
the Wedge settlement, can be relocated within the agreed settlement
footprint
8. Ensure that all shacks have a waste disposal system which is not a
health risk to the occupants or neighbours and the environment
9. Ensure that all cooking and heating equipment used in shacks is not a
fire risk
10. Ensure that all existing electrical work in shacks is not a safety hazard
11. Ensure that overnight stay opportunities will be available for non-lease
holders to stay within the shack footprint areas
12. Ensure that facilities used by occasional users (tourists) are sited on
roads which can be found by the users in a straightforward manner
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Table 9: Facility objectives and how they will be satisfied
Objective

Strategies

Day visitation facilities
1. Ensure that day visitors are
provided with a diverse range
of activities

The following facilities will be provided and regularly
maintained:

2. Ensure that day visitors have
access to a well-maintained
car park

Suitably finished car park facilities directly off spur roads
will be provided and regularly maintained

3. Ensure that all day visit
activities can be safely
undertaken

Signage warning of any coastal risks associated with
swimming will be posted

4. Ensure that access by the
less able has been taken into
consideration in the majority of
day visit activities

Universal access to toilet facilities will be provided and
regularly maintained

• Links to coastal walk trails
• Easy access to the beach
• Picnic facilities
• Beach shelters
• Public toilet

Gently graded timber walkways across dunes to
beaches will be provided and regularly maintained

Overnight facilities
1. Ensure that the various forms
of overnight accommodation
exist harmoniously

Shack accommodation and casual camping and
caravan stays will be suitably separated

2. Ensure that overnight
accommodation does not
dominate day visitors

Vehicle access to day and overnight facilities will be
separated and day visitors will not be required to drive
through overnight accommodation areas

3. Ensure that the various forms
of overnight accommodation
and their movement systems
are not detrimental to the
natural environment

Car parking will be located adjacent to accommodation
Appropriate barrier fencing to prevent cars from driving
beyond defined areas and damaging natural vegetation
will be provided and regularly maintained
Appropriate barrier fencing to prevent pedestrians
walking beyond defined pathways, particularly in fore
dune areas, will be provided and regularly maintained
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4. Ensure that all overnight
facilities can be accessed and
enjoyed safely

Suitable access roads will be provided and regularly
maintained

5. Ensure that all overnight
facilities have good access to
rubbish and refuse disposal

Signage directing overnight visitors to existing refuse
depots in each settlement will be provided

Suitable solar-powered lights in caravan and camping
areas will be provided and regularly maintained

Camping
1. Ensure provision of camping
sites in locations protected
from wind

Camp sites will be located behind substantial fore
dunes

2. Contain camping sites to
ensure no disturbance to
adjacent natural environment

Appropriate barrier fencing will be provided to define
overall camping area and protect selected areas of
vegetated within the camping precinct

3. Ensure suitable ablution and
cooking facilities are available

Enclosed bottled gas BBQs will be provided and
regularly maintained
Central picnic facility area will be provided and regularly
maintained
Public toilet facilities will be provided and regularly
maintained

4. Ensure that dedicated
pathways are provided from
camping sites to the beach in
order to prevent damage to
coastal dunes

Appropriate barrier fencing to prevent campers walking
beyond defined pathways, particularly in fore dune
areas, will be provided and regularly maintained

Caravanning
1. Ensure that suitable spaces
are provided for caravans and
motor homes

A variety of parking spaces for large and small caravans
and motor homes will be provided

2. Ensure that a suitable
movement and access system
exists for caravans and motor
homes

Due to the variety of caravan and motor homes a
generous access way will be provided
The caravan parking area will be designed to minimise
conflict between vehicle and pedestrian movement
systems

WEDGE AND GREY PLANNING FRAMEWORK OCTOBER 2016

DRAFT

22

DRAFT

Preserving Wedge and Grey for WA

3. Ensure caravan sites
are contained to prevent
disturbance to adjacent
natural environment

Appropriate barrier fencing will be provided to define
overall caravan areas and protect selected areas of
vegetated within the caravan precinct

4. Ensure that dedicated
pathways are provided from
caravan sites to the beach in
order to prevent damage to
coastal dunes

Appropriate barrier fencing to prevent caravan holidaymakers walking beyond defined pathways, particularly
in fore dune areas, will be provided and regularly
maintained

5. Ensure suitable ablution and
cooking facilities are available

Enclosed bottled gas BBQs will be provided and
regularly maintained
Central picnic facility area will be provided and regularly
maintained
Public toilet facilities will be provided and regularly
maintained

Shacks
1. Ensure that the existing
settlements remain as intact
as possible

The maximum number of shacks will be retained, either in
situ or on relocated sites within the settlement footprint

2. Ensure that existing naturally
vegetated areas are conserved
and areas of disturbance are
continually monitored and
repaired

Appropriate barrier fencing to prevent walking beyond
defined pathways, particularly in fore dune areas, will be
provided and regularly maintained

3. Ensure that all new shacks,
constructed as part of a
managed retreat or relocation
program or simply to replace
an existing shack on its current
site, are properly constructed

All new shacks and any other structure will be built to
comply with the relevant requirements of the National
Construction Code

Revenue through annual leases will be used to pay
for the ongoing operating and maintenance costs
associated with the settlements within the defined
settlement footprints

An audit of areas needing revegetation and
conservation will be mapped and a schedule of
conservation work implemented

All new construction works associated with shacks will
be certified by a recognised permit authority
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All existing shacks will be made safe and stable and fit
for purpose in accordance with the National Construction
Code, while maintaining their rustic appearance. Design
guidelines will be prepared to ensure that the appearance
of upgraded shacks fits with the settlements’ authentic
appearance. This will preserve their cultural tourism value
All existing shack lessees will ensure that roof and wall
materials are fixed to prevent becoming loose in strong
wind conditions
All existing shack lessees will ensure that any structures
associated with the operation of the shack such as
water towers or radio masts are stable and safe and
be compliant with the requirements of the National
Construction Code.

5. Ensure that all shacks are selfsufficient

All existing shack lessees will continue the practice of
providing their own power (solar, wind or generator),
potable water (brought to site as needed), and sewage
disposal (localised)
All new shacks will continue the same practice

6. Ensure that all shacks
complement the scale of the
natural environment

All shacks will be single storey

7. Ensure that existing shacks
identified as a threat to the
stability of existing important
land forms, such as the
prominent fore dune at the
Wedge settlement, can be
relocated within the agreed
settlement footprint

Sufficient areas within the agreed settlement footprint
will be designated for shack relocation

8. Ensure that all shacks have a
waste disposal system which
is not a health risk to the
occupants or neighbours and
the environment

All shacks will be audited to confirm that sewage
disposal systems are not a health risk

The few current two storey shacks will remain and not
rebuilt as two storeys if replaced or relocated

Shacks which are identified to have a health or
environmental risk will be required to replace the
sewage system with suitable self-contained systems
such as aerobic treatment or dry composting.
All sewage systems must be regularly maintained and
inspected to enable their optimal operation.

WEDGE AND GREY PLANNING FRAMEWORK OCTOBER 2016

DRAFT

24

DRAFT

9. Ensure that all cooking and
heating equipment used in
shacks is not a fire risk
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All shacks will be audited to confirm that heating and
cooking facilities do not present a fire risk
Shacks which are identified to have a fire risk will be
required to make their facilities safe
Note: Due to the holiday nature of the shacks some
facilities may be in the form of camp stoves, contained
BBQ’s and outdoor fire places. These type of facilities,
provided they are safe, will be acceptable

10. Ensure that all existing
electrical work in shacks is not
a safety hazard

All shacks will be audited to confirm that electrical work
is not a safety hazard

11. Ensure that overnight stay
opportunities will be available
for non-lease holders to stay
within the shack footprint
areas

A range of accommodation options will be made
available for tourists and members of the general public
to stay overnight within the settlements.

Shacks which are identified to have a safety hazard due
to electrical installations will be required to make the
facilities safe

Options will include making existing shacks and
new shacks available specifically for overnight
accommodation.
Specific strategies considered appropriate include:
•

Testing the market by conducting a three-year trial
of renting out some upgraded retained shacks,
by volunteer shack owners, for agreed limited
durations;

•

Consider the concept of stand-alone or cluster
shacks, once demand is established, to add to
the flexibility and scale of publicly available shack
accommodation;

•

Allow for ‘shack stays’ within the leasing provisions
which involves individual arrangements by a host
shack owner.

Some options for overnight stays in the shack footprint
areas can be implemented in a shorter time frame than
others depending on the implementation of agreed
governance and management issues as well as testing
the demand for such accommodation.
12. Ensure that facilities used by
occasional users are sited on
roads which can be found by
the users in a straightforward
manner

All shacks available for occasional users will be sited
so that visitors have minimal difficulty finding their
accommodation.
Shacks used by occasional users will therefore be
located on an obvious road within the settlement or
near the entry points.

WEDGE AND GREY PLANNING FRAMEWORK OCTOBER 2016

DRAFT

25

DRAFT

Preserving Wedge and Grey for WA

2.2 Summary
Overall aim
To ensure the long-term existence of Wedge and Grey’s unique qualities for all to experience by
developing a management model and plans which are sustainable socially, economically and
environmentally. This can be done through development and application of a management
framework with the following objectives.
Overall objectives
1. Ensure that existing patterns of development will be largely retained
2. Ensure that the settlements at Wedge and Grey offer a desirable day visit experience for
shack lessees and visitors alike
3. Ensure that the settlements will be managed in an environmentally, socially and
economically sustainable manner
4. Ensure that no land within the settlement footprint is freehold
5. Ensure that accommodation in shacks, caravans or tents will not be permanent
6. Ensure that a suitable long-term management model exists which addresses and
mitigates public liability risk
7. Ensure that an acceptable shack lease system exists which provides long-term viability
and equity for lease holders
8. Ensure that the financial operations of the communities are sustainable
Day visitation and overnight objectives
1. Ensure that day visitors are provided with a diverse range of activities
2. Ensure that all day visit activities can be safely undertaken
3. Ensure that access by the less able has been taken into consideration in the majority of
day visit activities
4. Ensure that the various forms of overnight accommodation exist harmoniously
5. Ensure that overnight accommodation does not dominate day visitors
6. Ensure that the various forms of overnight accommodation and their movement systems
are not detrimental to the natural environment
7. Ensure that all overnight facilities can be accessed and enjoyed safely
8. Ensure that all overnight facilities have good access to rubbish and refuse disposal
9. Ensure that overnight facilities do not become permanently occupied
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Section 3
3.1 Areas of Response Required by DPaW
Table 10: State Planning Requirements
State Planning Requirements
SPP 2
Environment and
natural resources

Relevancy

Remarks

Do existing developments
threaten water resources?

There is no water catchment area within or
near the settlements
There are no underground freshwater
streams within the settlement footprints

Do existing developments
threaten air quality?

There are no activities occurring within the
settlements to threaten air quality

Do existing developments
threaten soil and land
quality?

Existence of shacks does not pose a
threat to soil and land quality. Day visitors
currently are responsible for activities
which can stress the natural vegetation
and this is addressed as part of the future
settlement management plans

Do existing developments
threaten biodiversity
(endangered flora and
fauna)?

No endangered species of either flora
or fauna have been identified in the
settlements

Do existing developments
threaten marine resources?

There is no evidence to suggest that
the settlements pose a threat to or
contaminate marine resources

Do existing developments
threaten the landscape?

Settlement structures are low and do not
dominate the ability to ‘read’ the natural
profile of the landscape3
When viewed from the Indian Ocean Drive
the settlements do not visually dominate
the landscape and blend with the
landscape.
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planning

Preserving Wedge and Grey for WA
Relevancy

Remarks

Are the settlements coastal
nodes?

The settlements are discrete and are not
attached to any existing urban land use.
Coastal nodes for the purpose of holiday
accommodation are permitted within
coastal reserves.

Are they used for short-term
accommodation?

Shacks at both Wedge and Grey are not
permanently occupied with the exception
of a few residents who act as site
caretakers.

Are shacks located on
stable areas?

Shacks are either located on vegetated
dunes, rocky substrate or flats.
A small portion of shacks on the fore
dune at Wedge are unstable and will be
relocated elsewhere within the settlement

Do settlements destroy
adjacent environments?

The settlements will not expand beyond
their defined footprints
Shack lessees have established a vehicle
movement system within the settlement
footprints so new roads are not required

Is there a capability to
accommodate a managed
retreat and relocation
program?

Assuming that a 65m wide strip of coastal
dune structure could be lost due to coastal
processes starting at the vegetated fore
dune edge:
Loss of land at Grey would be 5.5Ha
(excluding rocky headlands)
Loss at Wedge would be 8.5Ha
These lost areas would represent a 27%
loss to the settlement footprint of Grey
(due to its smaller area) and an 8% loss to
Wedge.
An agreed non-extendable footprint
boundary for each settlement will be
sufficient to accommodate these losses.
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Relevancy

Remarks

Is water-sensitive design
incorporated in the
settlements?

Each shack brings in potable water as
required when the shacks are occupied.
Some shacks harvest rainwater from roofs.
Shacks do not have gardens to reticulate

Do the settlements have a
negative impact on water
catchment areas?

There are no water catchment areas within
or near the settlements

Are there appropriate
buffers to wetlands,
estuaries and waterways?

There are no wetlands, estuaries or
waterways requiring buffer zones

Do the settlements cause
erosion?

The settlements do not cause erosion to
land forms in a way that impacts on water
resource management

Do settlements pollute
or contaminate water
resources?

There are no water resources in or close to
the settlements

The high water table at the centre of the
Wedge settlement which is distinguishable
due to the type of vegetation growing in
this area is not a wetland

Very few shacks are closer than 30m to the
ocean
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settlement

Preserving Wedge and Grey for WA
Relevancy

Remarks

SPP 3 is not relevant in this
context.

The objectives of this state planning
policy focus on new urban planning, not
existing and remote coastal holiday nodes
which have evolved in a pragmatic and
unplanned way. SPP 3 objectives, as
shown below, refer to an entirely different
form of development:
1. To promote a sustainable and well
planned pattern of settlement across
the State, with sufficient and suitable
land to provide for a wide variety of
housing, employment, recreation
facilities and open space.
2. To build on existing communities
with established local and regional
economies…
3. To manage the growth and
development of urban areas...
4. To promote the development
of a sustainable and liveable
neighbourhood form (in the urban
context)
5. To coordinate new development with
the efficient, economic and timely
provision of infrastructure and services.

SPP 3.1
Residential
design codes

Relevancy

Remarks

SPP 3.1 is not relevant in
this context

The purpose of the Residential Design
Codes is to provide guidance on the
development of residential developments
within the context of local planning
schemes and land ownership. It is not
intended to guide development of remote
coastal holiday environments developed
under leasehold arrangements
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Relevancy

Remarks

SPP 3.4 is covered by responses to the
requirements of SPP 2.6 and 3.7.
SPP 3.7 Bushfire
prone areas

Relevancy

Remarks
Requires a bushfire management plan
which will:
1. Prepare a fire risk analysis
2. Remove any obvious fire risks within
settlements
3. Develop access roads and firebreaks
4. Development of an integrated fire
management plan
5. Ensure new shacks are built to reflect
AS 3959 with respect to requirements
for fire protection

Protection
of Aboriginal
Cultural areas

Relevancy

Remarks

Requires a cultural heritage protection plan
which identifies any areas of Aboriginal
heritage requiring protection, conservation
and interpretation
The GCCA has had informal discussions
with Yued elders who have identified
the two Grey headlands as areas of
interest to Yued and consequently no
new development will occur on these
headlands.

WEDGE AND GREY PLANNING FRAMEWORK OCTOBER 2016

DRAFT

31

DRAFT

Preserving Wedge and Grey for WA

Table 11: Equity and access
The overall objective of the settlement communities is to broaden the opportunity for
the general public to share the Wedge and Grey experience
Area of concern

Strategic approach

Road and pedestrian access

Locate roads for transient (tourist) and regular (shack) user
patterns on separate alignments
Upgrade/rationalize existing road network as required

Public day-use facilities

Access to day-use facilities to have minimal conflict with
settlement access

Public accommodation

Locate camping and caravans close to high amenity beach
areas which do not require travelling through existing
settlements

Professional fishers

Ensure good access for professional fishers

Table 12: Building safety
Area of concern

Strategic approach

National Construction Code of
Australia

1. Existing structures are to be made safe and stable and
fit for purpose as a short-stay holiday shack
2. New shacks will have to comply with National
Construction Code requirements.

Building permit for new
structures

Independent building surveyor will be employed to certify
new structures and submit report to the permit authority.
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Table 13: Health and amenity
Area of concern

Strategic approach

Relevant areas of the Health
act

1. Disposal of sewage will be undertaken by individual
shack lessees in a healthy manner.
2. Average land area per shack at both Wedge and Grey
will not be less than 1,000m2 per shack which allows
for sufficient land area to deal with sewage waste
disposal
3. Existing shacks already have sufficient natural
ventilation through a combination of openings and
infiltration/exfiltration of air through natural leakage
4. Facilities for preparation of food will be of a similar
standard found in most basic short-stay holiday
accommodation

Potable water supply

1. Drinking water is brought to site as required. This
applies to shacks, campers and caravans
2. Some rain water is harvested from shack roofs

Non-potable water supply

Ground water bores provide non-potable water supplies for
ablutions and other non-potable uses

Waste water removal (grey/
black water)

1. Self-contained at accommodation

Electricity supply

Electricity is provided by shack lessees in the form of solar
collectors, wind generators, or small portable generators.
Electricity provided by these sources is to be safe

Rubbish

A centralised refuse removal service exists at Wedge and
Grey

Management of nature
conservation values

See objectives and strategies

Management of use impacts

See objectives and strategies

Visitor safety

See objectives and strategies

Asbestos management

Following due process when being removed and disposed

2. Very few shacks and associated sewage systems are
within the 30m buffer to a waterway, in this case the
ocean. See SPP 2.9, water resources Schedule 2
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Table 14: Sustainability
Area of concern

Strategic approach

Site planning (as per site plans
for both settlements)

Combination of appropriate planning for:
1. Visitors (day and overnight)
2. Shacks
3. Visitor car parking
4. Refuse disposal
5. Movement system (vehicles and pedestrian)
6. Conservation
7. Setbacks
8. Managed retreat
9. Fire management
10. Buffers to natural systems

Shack heritage values

Refer heritage statement

Building design

Borrow from rustic vernacular to ensure that the recognised
character of the settlements is retained

Materials

Similar to existing structures (primarily metal and timber for
enclosure systems, a concrete or framed floor systems, all
capable of withstanding strong wind forces)

Financial management

Retain critical mass of shacks to ensure sufficient funds are
generated from lease income to develop and manage the
settlements
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3.2 Summary
Area of concern

Remarks

State Planning
Requirements

SPP 2 Environment and natural resources:
Settlements do not pose a threat to water resources, air quality, soil and
land quality, biodiversity, marine resources and the landscape.
SPP 2.6 Coastal planning:
Settlements are used for short-term holiday accommodation and satisfy
the description of coastal nodes. Most shacks are built on stable areas
and there is sufficient land within settlement footprints to accommodate a
managed retreat and relocation program.
SPP 2.9 Water resources:
Water sensitive design is incorporated in the settlements and there is no
negative impact on water catchment areas. Settlements do not cause
erosion nor do they contaminate water resources.
SPP 3 Urban growth and settlement – not relevant in this case.
SPP 3.1 Residential design codes – not relevant in this case.
SPP 3.4 Natural hazards and disasters – dealt with by compliance with
the requirements of SPP 2.6 and 3.7.
SPP 3.7 Bushfire prone areas:
Requires a bushfire management plan.
Protection of Aboriginal Cultural areas
Requires a cultural heritage protection plan.

Equity and
access

Overall objective is to broaden the opportunity for the general public to
share the Wedge and Grey experience; and, ensure access to day use
facilities have minimal conflict with settlement access.

Building safety

Existing structures are to be made safe and stable and fit for purpose
as a short-stay holiday shack; and new shacks will have to comply with
National Construction Codes.

Health and
amenity

Disposal of sewage is undertaken by individual shack lessees; drinking water
is brought to site as required; electricity is provided by shack lessees in the
form of solar collectors, wind generators, or small portable generators; and, a
centralised refuse removal service exists at Wedge and Grey

Sustainability

Sustainability is ensured through appropriate site planning; protection of
heritage values; borrowing from the rustic vernacular when building new
structures; use of materials similar to the existing; and retaining a critical
mass of shacks to generate long-term income.
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Aerial Photograph of Wedge
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Aerial Photograph of Grey
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Wedge Draft concept plan
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Wedge Photos

Vegetation is strong and well established at Wedge.
Shacks sit well into the vegetation.

Requiring immediate assessment for possible relocation.

WEDGE AND GREY PLANNING FRAMEWORK OCTOBER 2016

DRAFT

43

DRAFT

Preserving Wedge and Grey for WA

Example of one of the tracks at Wedge penetrating
the protective fore dune. These tracks need to be
closed and revegetated.

Examples of shacks which have evolved as clusters
where family and friends build shacks near each other.
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Examples of shacks which have been well built, are
sustainable and fit for purpose as short-stay holiday
accommodation.

Examples of a shack in need of remediation and
maintenance.
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Grey Photos

Example of how shacks at Grey fit with the existing
landscape. Ridge lines and overall land form is clearly
readable

Example of shacks sitting in well vegetated frontal dunes

WEDGE AND GREY PLANNING FRAMEWORK OCTOBER 2016

DRAFT

46

DRAFT

Example of shacks sitting on the low frontal dune
at Grey. These shacks do not disturb the stability
or integrity of the flat dune however they may need
relocation in the future if/when coastal processes
cause erosion. Immediate relocation is not
required.

Preserving Wedge and Grey for WA

Example of similar shacks sitting on the same low
frontal dune at Grey in closer proximity to the dune
edge. These shacks also do not disturb the stability
of the flat dune however they may need relocation in
the near future.

Example of a well maintained sustainable shack at Grey
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