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Rubbish Management at Wedge 

The Facts 

Rubbish generated at Wedge from commercial fishing operations, recreational shack owners and 

visitors such as campers, beach fishers and tourists, has been managed on site via two facilities: 

• Domestic Rubbish Tip (putrescibles) 

• Scrap Metal Dump (large metal items and building material) 

This approach has been normal practice followed by isolated town sites, in rural communities and 

on farms. 

Domestic Rubbish Tip 

The current domestic landfill site is a 2003 CALM approved extension of the original site which was 
used to dispose of all local rubbish (refer attached drawing). Access to Wedge for large vehicles 

was difficult until the opening of Indian Ocean Drive in September 2010. It was impractical to truck 

rubbish to the licensed landfill site at Lancelin in the past. 

The domestic tip was serviced by a local contractor who maintained the tip face by machine to 

enable placement of rubbish into the hole and periodically covered with sand. DEC provided funds 
from lease monies. The contractor resigned as of 10th March 2011 for a number of reasons and a 

replacement is not available within the community. The perimeter fencing and clean up of the 

surrounding area has been undertaken by volunteers at regular busy bees. 

WIPA has formally alerted DEC, since March 2010, to the need for alternative arrangements for 

the disposal of domestic rubbish due to the increase of visitor traffic and capacity of the existing tip 

reaching its maximum. 

Scrap Metal Dump 

A scrap metal dump area was designated by CALM in 2005 to store larger items, such as rain 

water tanks, car bodies, building material and was the original site of the ‘car tip’ or ‘Marlows’ as it 
was affectionately known. Second hand parts were accessed here to repair Wedge based vehicles 

or to be recycled into other useful endeavours. The official CALM sign is shown which designates 

location of both the metal dump and the domestic tip. We suspect this sign was removed by DEC 
rangers just prior to the official opening of Indian Ocean Road in September 2010. 

 

 



Page 2

A scrap metal merchant recovered the majority of marketable scrap during 2005. This exercise 
was costly for the contractor as breakdowns occurred on site and on the rough track used to 

transport the scrap out of Wedge. 

This area is now visible as it is bisected by the new spur road into Wedge which is flanked by 
bulldozed rows of scrap metal. The road alignment was originally sited further north but Aboriginal 

Heritage site protection necessitated its current alignment. Contrary to the perception that rubbish 

has been dumped beside the new road, the new road exposed the contained official dumping site. 

DEC was requested originally by the road construction contractor to decide what was to be done 

with the material so it could complete the spur road contract. After much procrastination, DEC 

chose to do nothing other than direct the contractor to push the scrap to the side of the road 
reserve. DEC has designated the site contaminated due to evidence of asbestos. A demolition 

contractor, engaged by CALM (DEC) to officially demolish 14 shacks in 1998, disposed of the 
building material in this general area, including shallow burying of unwrapped asbestos. 

 

  

Since March 2010, WIPA has offered to arrange the removal of all material from this site, but DEC 
prefers to await further long term management decisions. In fact, DEC ordered one enterprising 

individual to stop removing car bodies and has refused to issue contracts to other willing 

contractors to undertake formal removal. 

What Realistically Can Be Done Now? 

WIPA was concerned with the amount of recyclable material being deposited into landfill and 

applied for a pilot program under the Community Grants Scheme. Advice was received in March 
2011 that the application was unsuccessful, stating; 

The Waste Authority noted that the Wedge Island Shack settlement lease expires in 2011. 

Whilst the Waste Authority commends the Wedge Island Protection Association on its 
efforts to implement recycling programs within the Wedge community, implementing a pilot 

recycling project at this current time would not be an appropriate use of CGS funds. 

In January 2011 WIPA wrote to DEC requesting, among other things, the immediate establishment 
of an effective rubbish management plan at Wedge. The increased visitation via the new road and 

filling of the domestic tip, meant rubbish disposal was approaching a critical point. 

DEC agreed to approach local shires to accept extracted rubbish from the Wedge tip and hence re-

create a rubbish hole as a temporary fix. We understand these negotiations have not been 

successful. 

An Aboriginal Heritage site is adjacent to the existing domestic tip site and continued use of this 

area will inevitably cause disagreement. 
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Create a Transfer Station and Recycling Centres 

This option would provide facilities for the collection, storage and disposal of waste at Wedge, 

eliminating the disposal of waste into landfill and thus protecting the environment. 

This proposal covers all types of waste, whether generated by shack users or visitors to the area.  
It also covers large items originating from the shacks, such as water tanks and building materials, 

furniture/whitegoods and items discarded by illegal dumpers from surrounding areas. 

This option provides a comprehensive waste management operation that targets all current waste 
related issues at Wedge.   

The elements of this option are: 

• A transfer station for disposal of non-recyclable waste which can then be collected and 
transferred to a suitable disposal site 

• Two recycling centres around the settlement for glass, plastic and aluminium 

• Rubbish bins at key locations around the settlement and the near the beach 

• A designated area near the transfer station for dumping large items, which can then be 

transferred to a recycling/recovery site. 

Proposed Waste Management Facility 

The main deliverables associated with the proposed waste management facility at Wedge are: 

- A transfer station, consisting of a concrete pad and a wall, over which non-recyclable 

rubbish is thrown or pushed to land in skip bins on a lower level concrete pad 

- A separate drop zone at the transfer station for large items 

- Cages or skip bins for the recycling centres 

- Metal rubbish bins, with lids, secured to posts, around the settlement 

- Fencing and other security devices 

Signage around the settlement with information on the waste services available and where they 

are located, plus signage at the transfer station and the recycling areas advising what is suitable 
for disposal and collection. 

The services and activities associated with this operation are: 

• Collection and transport of skip bins for disposal at suitable site 

• Collection of skip bins of recyclable materials and transport for recycling and 

recovery 

• Collection of large items and transport for recycling and recovery 

• Collection of rubbish in the public area rubbish bins. 

The site proposed for this transfer station is the metal dump area to the south of the spur road and 
accessed from the original Wedge entry track.  This is a disturbed area, suitable to construct the 

ramp and hard stand, not visible from the new spur road and accessible by service trucks. 

 

Windy Harbour operated a similar facility until the Shire of Manjimup replaced the operation with an 

individual wheelie bin service. 

The existing domestic tip would be closed and funds otherwise used for rubbish extraction and 
transportation directed to this option.  In the longer term all buried rubbish would be extracted and 

removed from the site.  This facility, whilst addressing the immediate rubbish disposal need could 

also service the medium to longer term need. 
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WIPA Contribution 

WIPA can make a significant contribution to this project by providing labour and services to many 

of the activities.  WIPA has many qualified trades and professions within its membership, and is 

able to provide a comprehensive range of services, including: 

- planning and design 

- project coordination and management 

- earthworks 

- concrete transport and grano works 

- fencing 

- sign-writing 

- safety systems. 

These WIPA members will collaborate with the project teams provided by DEC, local government 

authorities and service contractors.  WIPA is also able to marshal volunteers for the many labour-
intensive tasks and activities that will arise during the project.  A number of dedicated WIPA 

members will assist in the operation and administration of the implemented waste management 

services. 

This in-kind contribution by WIPA to the project will make a significant cost reduction for the 

project. 


